
Published Works on FINNISH AMERICAN MUSIC 
 
This bibliography does not include the many local community and regional histories that 
frequently mention Finnish musical activity. Nearly of the material below has been out of print 
for decades, but may still be found in some libraries or archives around the country. The 
literature below probably has little to do with band music, but would be valuable to learn 
generally about music culture among Finnnish immigrants. 
 
Here first is an index of archives and libraries where backgound literature of Finnish American 
Music might be found: (it’s a bit Minnesota oriented, but that’s my experience so far. More 
suggestions welcome!)  This is only a start- and needs more inclusions. 
 

Immigration History Research Center, University of Minnesota: 311 
Elmer Anderson Library, 222-21st Avenue S.  Minneapolis MN 55455-
0439  Phone: (612) 625-4800  Fax:  (612) 626-0018. Web page 
:http://www1.umn.edu/ihrc/  
Iron Range Research Center, Chisholm, MN: Ironworld, 801 SW Hwy. 
169, Suite 1 Chisholm, MN 55719 phone 218-254-7965. Web page: 
http://www.ironrangeresearchcenter.org 
Northeast Minnesota Historical Center, University of Minnesota-Duluth 
Library,  Annex 202 , 10 University Drive  
Duluth, Minnesota 55812-2495, Phone: (218) 726-8526; Web page:  
http://www.d.umn.edu/lib/collections/nemn.html 
Iron Range Historical Society, 19 South Broadway , P. O. Box 786, 
Gilbert, Minnesota 55741-0786. Phone (218) 749-3150, Web page; 
http://www.homestead.com/gilbertmn/files/IronRangeHistoricalSociety.html 
  
Finnish American Heritage Center and Historical Archives; Finlandia 
University, 601 Quincy St., Hancock, MI 49930 USA phone: 906-487-7302 
Web page: www.finlandia.edu/fahc.html 
Ely-Winton Historical Society, Vermilion Community College ,1900 E 
Camp St., Ely, MN 55731-1918, , -, phone (218) 365-3226 
Minnesota Historical Center, St. Paul: 345 Kellogg Blvd. West 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55102-1906, Phone: 651-296-6126 or 1-800-657-3773; 
web page http://www.mnhs.org 

 
 
Books 
 
• Airut, I. Sibelius Seuran Julkaisu (Sibelius Club Publication). Duluth: Sibelius Seura (1917): 
• Amerikan Siionin laulut ja virret sekä kirkkokäsikirja (American Songs and Hymns of 
Zion and    Church Handbook). Calumet, Michigan, 1930. 
• Amerikan Suomalaisen Musiikki yhdistyksen Ohjelma-julkaisu. Duluth (1912): 
 • Gronow, Pekka. “Ethnic Recordings–An Introduction,” from Ethnic Recordings in America:A 
Neglected Heritage, Washington, D.C.: Library of Congress (l972): Spottswood.  



———. Studies in Scandinavian-American Discography I and II, Helsinki: Suomen 
Äänitearkisto (Finnish Institute of Recorded Sound), 1977. 

 • Heideman, Paul A. (arranger). Hymns for Sunday Schoois and Confirmation Classes of the 
Apostolic Lutheran Church. Calumet, Michigan, 1938. 

——————, Uusi. hengellinen laulukirja (A New Spiritual Song Book). Calumet, Michigan,  
1920. 
• Hakala, Joyce E. Memento of Finland: A Musical Legacy, St. Paul: Pikebone Music, 1997. 

• Hannula, Reino. An Album of Finnish Halls, Hazinga, Van, Laakso, Toini Perko, and 
Wartiainen, Amy, ed., San Luis Obispo, CA: Finn Heritage, 1991. 

•  Hengellisia virsiä (Spiritual Hymns). Hancock, Michigan, 1876. 
• Hillilä, Ruth Esther and Hong, Barbara, Biographical Encyclopedia of Finnish Music and 

Musicians, Greenwood Press, 1998. 
•  Holmlund, J. (arranger). Sävelistä raittiuslaulukirjaan (Music for the Temperance Songbook). 

Hancock, Michigan, 1899. 
• Humoristinen Laulukirja (Humorous Songbook). Superior, Wisconsin, n.d. 

• Kilkka, K. W. Ohjeita lauluköörien johtajille ja lyhyt selitys tavallisimmista musiikkisanoista 
(Instructions to Choral Directors and a Short Explanation of the More Common Musical 
Terms). Hancock, Michigan, 1910. 

• Koski, Ernest.  “Tune of the First Festival,” Fifty Years of Progressive Cooperation,1929–
1979. Mesaba Range Co-operative Park Association, Superior, WI: Työmies Society, 1979. 
IHRC (pamphlet). 

• Kalevaisten Laulukirja (Songbook of the Kaleva Lodge). Hancock, Michigan, 1914. 
• Keihänen, Axel (arranger). Pyhäkoulun laulukirja (Sunday School Songbook). Hancock, 
Michigan, 1920. 
• Kotimaan säveliä vieraalla mailla (Songs of the Homeland in a Foreign Country). Hancock, 
Michigan, 1911. 
• Lehtonen, M. (arranger). Uusi pyhäkoulun ja nuorison laulukirja (A New Songbook for 
Sunday School and Youth). Chisholm, Minnesota, 1918. 
• Muisto-Julkaisu "Suomen Sävel" Lauluseuran 25 vuotisesta toiminnasta (26 Anniversary 
Publication of the Finnish Glee Club "Suomen Sävel"). Calumet, Michigan, 1918. 
• Musiikkioppi yksityisille ja kouluille (A Music Text for Individuals and Schools). Hancock, 
Michigan, 1921. 
• Mustonen, Sanfrid (compiler). Kuva-Alpumi (Picture Album). Hancock, Michigan, 1918. 
• Nisonen, Martti. Musiikki-opin alkeet—Elementary Course in Musical Thcory. Hancock, 
Michigan, 1925. 

—————. Musiikki-opas (A Music Textbook). Hancock, Michigan, 1926. 
 

• Pakkala, Alaine. The Instrumental Music of the Finnish-American Community in the Great  
Lakes Region, 1880–1930, University of Michigan: Masters’ thesis, 1982 Palkkaorjain 
Lauluja (The Wage Slaves' Songs). Duluth, Minnesota, 1925 

———. “The Finnish-American Bandsman,” in Suomen Silta, the Finland Society Magazine, 
Vol. 4. Helsinki: 1985 
 

• Pärssinen-Liinamaa, Hilja (editor). Lasten laulukirja (Children's Songbook). 
 Astoria, Oregon, 1918. 



• Pollari, John. Uusia lauluja (New Songs). Duluth, Minnesota, 1938. 
• Pyhäkoulun laulukirja. Nuottipainos (Sunday School Songbook with Notation). Hancock, 
Michigan, 1923. 
• Kaatajain lauluja (Songs of the Pioneers). Duluth, Minnesota, 1920. 
• Raittius-Laulukirja. Raittiusjuhlia, huvimatkoja ja raittius-kokouksia varten 

 (A Temperance Songbook for Temperance Festivals, Pleasure-trips, and Meetings). Hancock, 
Michigan, 1890. 

• Siionin kannel (Zion's Harp). Ironwood, Michigan, 1919. (hymnbook) 
• Siionin lauluja (Songs of Zion). Hancock, Michigan, 1910. . (hymnbook) 

Nuottipainos (Notation Edition), 1925. 
• Siirtolaisten lauluja (Songs of the Immigrants). Brooklyn, New York, 1900. 
 • Siirtolaispojan rallatuksia (The Immigrant Lad's Carefree Songs).  Ashtabula, Ohio, 1905. 
• Suomalainen virsikirja (The Finnish Hymnal). Hancock, Michigan, 1915. 
• Työväen Lauluja ja Runoja (Workers' Songs and Poems). Worcester, Massachusetts, 1904. 
• Swanson, Kenneth A. Music of Two Finnish-Apostolic Lutheran Groups in Minnesota:The 

Heidemanians and the Pollarites (Masters’ paper). Minneapolis: University of Minnesota 
Dept. of Music, 1971 

• Tiede, Clayton. The Development of Minnesota Community Bands during the Nineteenth 
Century (Ph.D. thesis in Musicology). University of Minnesota, 1970 

• Työväen Laulukirja (The Workers' Songbook). Worcester, Massachusetts, 1903. Nuottipainos 
(Notation Edition), 1915. Uusi Työväen Laulukirja (A New Workers' Song Book). Hancock, 
Michigan, 1910. 

• Valikoima lauluja hengellisiä kokouksia varten (A Selection of Songs for Religious 
Meetings). Brooklyn, New York, 1944. 

• Wasastjerna, Hans R., ed. “History of the Finns in Minnesota.” trans. Toivo Rosvall. 
Minnesotan suomalaisten historia. Duluth MN: Finnish-American Historical Society, 1959. 
(Not specifically a book about Finnish American music, but contains multiple 
references) 

 

 
Articles  on Finnish American Music: 
 
• Björkman, E. " Sananen musiikista ja sen kehityksestä kansamme keskuudessa" (A Word 

about Music and its Develop ment among our People), Kansan Henki, l (December, 1916), 
pp15-17. 

• Edgar, Marjorie. "Finnish folk songs in Minnesota," Minnesota History, XVI (1935), 319-21. 
——————. "Finnish charms and folk songs in Minnesota," Minnesota History, XVII 

(1936), 406-10. 
• "Finnish Music and Folk Songs in America," Koti-Home   (May, 1922), 8-9. 
• Halonen, A. "Musiikki ja työväenliike" (Music and the Working class Movement), Työmiehen 

Joulu, XXI (1923), 6-7. 
• Joki, Yrjö. "Soittokunta Louhen vierailumatka Suomeen" (The Finland Tour of the Band 

Louhi), Siirtokansan kalenteri 1921, 81-101. 
• Mustonen, Sanfrid. "Suomalainen laulu Amerikassa" (Finnish Choral Music in America), 

Edistys, l (1899), 364-69. 



• Niemisto, Paul: “Finnish Brass Bands in Northern Minnesota,” in  Alta Musica, -
Korngressberichte  Internationale Ggeschellschaft zur Erforschung und Förderung der 
Blasmusik.  Tutzing , Austria, Hans Schneider,  Publisher. 2003, p 415 

•  Nisonen, Martti. "Kirkkomusiikkimme" (Our Church Music), Amerikan Suometar, November 
21, 1929. 

• Risto, William. "Amerikan Suomalaisten Suomenlaulu" (The Finnish Songs of the American 
Finns), Totuus, IV (1923), 262-65. 

• "Vivo." "Suomalainen musiikki Amerikassa" (Finnish Music in America), 
 Siirtokansan kalenteri 1918, 69-72. 

 


