PS321: IR Seminar
Discussion Leadership

Discussion leadership will occur once during the semester.  First, you will be assigned a part of the course readings to introduce and lead discussion.
Directions:  Do not summarize the chapter- such an endeavor will result in a lower grade.  You must assume that all students will have read the material so there is no need to summarize the chapter in detail.  At the course website, you will find a document titled ‘How to Analyze the Logic of an Article, Essay, or Chapter’.  You may find this document is helpful in preparing your discussion leadership.

My expectation is that you:

1. (5 minutes) Use your presentation outline- that is why we are doing them! You should briefly introduce the author’s argument, outline the main points, discuss concerns you have, and then:

2. (2-3 minutes) Ask substantive questions that engage your peers in further analysis and critique of the chapter/s or article/s.
3. Moderate the discussion in class.  I hope to be able to participate in the discussion as well.  However, make sure that your leadership of the discussion is not directed at me- you are responsible for engaging with your peers.  (This also means that your peers are responsible for engaging with you!)

