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Acqua Alta
Bianca Bassetto

La citta si sveglia all’alba, con 1’arrivo del sole che illumina le sue storie
La Dama Venezia veglia sul popolo, scrivendo canzoni di sue glorie.
Ora, anche la laguna e sveglia.

L’acqua lambisce i muri dei palazzi, lentamente lavando via 1’arte
Passando sopra i ciottoli per cancellare le storie della citta in disparte.
Ora, anche la laguna e sveglia.

E la vita contiuna, i Veneziani in stivaloni camminano lungo una calla
Egli cavalcano le dighe sulle porte e la Dama Venezia ancora sta a galla.
Ora, anche la laguna e sveglia.

vLe gondole passano per il Canal Grande mentre ingoia le sue rive
La Dama Venenezia guarda con orgoglio perche il suo mondo vive.
Ora, anche la laguna e sveglia.

A Piaza San Marco, per terra non c¢’e traccia dei piccioni
Nell’evitare 1’acqua alta si son ritirati sui tetti e i sui cornicioni.
Ora, anche la laguna e sveglia.

Non ci sarebbe una Dama Venezia senza la sua laguna
Anche lei fa parte delle storie di una citta come nessuna.
Ora, anche la laguna e sveglia.

E Venezia vive ancora.
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Stuck.

Finding glimpses of clarity,

Only for them to be

in tear soaked
Caught “in the spaces between the different worlds she inhabits.*

Their assumptions and expectations bringing frustrated tears,

Solo quiero ser yo.

wilting on the pages of a dusty book; waiting to be tried.
However,

The research question with too many intertwining variables,

a compound that cannot be separated.
15 more questions.

or [ am that...

So I confuse my words for theirs,
Conforming to the values of my cultures, pushing away the parts that don’t fit.*

sciousness from her writing, Borderlands/La Frontera*

Inspired by Gloria Anzaldta’s concept of Mestiza Con-
I come from a mother whose roots look nothing like mine.
I look for my answers and leave more confused than before,

Our roots: entangled.
and there I am, the other, a stranger looking for connection.

I read the words, “Woman is the stranger, the other.”*
The reflection in the mirror tells me all that I am,

A woman, learning to juggle cultures.*
A confused girl just trying to find acceptance.

Like a recipe that is said to be too complex,
“Una herida abierta”*

I am One: Shape Shifting

Yolanda Pauly

telling myself that I am this or [ am that,

The reflection in the mirror screams at me,
left feeling like I am

The questions that can never be answered.
demanding that I am this,

The reflection in the mirror confuses me.

(Ayudame por favor?
fragmented sentences that only

confuse me more.
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