
Monster
Ellen Larson

A round brown squirrel
Running, drunk on rotting fruit
Only stops for me.
As he stares, I think
I am the monster
Of his story.

Three Meals
Blake Olson

Wake up with a plate on my lap,
Nondescript squares to chew half-heartedly,
Each bite spilling tiny crumbs
Upon that eggshell plate,
Like a brush to a makeshift canvas,
Only to be washed away
Again and again.

Then it’s plastic bag lunches,
Sandwiches spread to rigid form
To be smushed around,
Eaten in a rush
Leaving just a polystyrene ghost,
Jelly still clinging to the side.

Finally, it’s a frozen dinner meal
Packaged for convenience
In the box with a button press,
Ready to be done
I grit through the shards of ice because
What difference would a few more seconds make
When the result is the same
Full stomach, empty plastic tray
No matter how I
Reduce, reuse, recycle
The guilt will remain.

Sleep
Ellen Larson

She brought us here
To consciousness
But w

e refuse
To give her the tim

e
O

f her days and nights
C

hoosing instead
To lay in bed
To forget the w

orld
A

nd let her burn
Forgetting now
Th

at w
e’ll sleep

O
urselves to ash

A
nd she’ll be left

W
hole

W
ithout us

A
nd aw

ake

Home, How Do We Say Goodbye?
Jessie George

My Earth. My home.
Let me say goodbye
While I’ve still got the time,
Do I still have time?

Though the sky fades obsidian
And the stars pop out from the ebony,
The flowers wilt like geodes
Waiting to be broken the next morn

I cannot find it within myself
To say goodbye, how can I?
To a world, I’ve known for so little
Only nineteen years, maybe a little more

I loved you, and though I cannot wait for you
To change, I must become the change,
I must say goodbye to the world you’ve become
And the people who betrayed you

And so, with a heavy heart
I look to that once magnificent sky,
And say goodbye to the world
That cannot sustain me or my future

Confession
Ruby Erickson

forgive me
o Mother
for i have sinned.

living afraid of that humanity
i find in You, in

radiant Sister Sun
whose warm breath would mottle my cheeks

ringed wooden knots sticking out of trunks like 
swollen knees

the burnt orange musk of decay
that seeps into the air when the edges of leaves brush 
with Death

(mortality comes for all of us)

and the soft, sometimes prickling, always yielding 
lover’s
kiss between ground and calloused feet.

i’m fighting fear. but

o Mother earth, I want
to know You in myself

hands wetted, browned by soot
basking in the rich cold of that
Dust
to which i shall return.

Dumpster in Alaska
Jorie Van Nest

Untitled, Anna W
eim

holt

Mountain Dusk
  Meghan Krieg

Unknown, Ana Freeberg  Invasive
   Megan Kartheiser
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