
Scotch B
room

John Lind



W
hat is Scotch 

B
room

?

●
Scotch broom

 is a plant native to m
ost of 

w
estern Europe and som

e of N
orthw

est Africa.
●

Bushy plant that can grow
 up to tw

elve feet tall.
●

H
as yellow

 flow
ers that flow

er from
 April to 

June.
●

H
as bean like seed pods. 

●
H

as a taproot root system
 (like a carrot).

●
Can live up to 30 years.

●
Can grow

 up to 12 ft tall.



H
ow

 does it 
R

eproduce?

●
Scotch Broom

 can produce up to 18,000 seeds 
a year.

●
The flow

ers have no nectar only polon. 
●

The flow
ers are pressure sensitive and w

hen a 
insect of suffi

cient size lands on the flow
er the 

pistil and stam
en pop out and throw

 polon at 
the insect. 

●
The ripe seeds (look dried out) w

ill open and 
throw

 the seeds. W
ith no interference the seeds 

can be throw
n up to five m

eters.
●

Seeds can stay dorm
ant in the soil for up to 80 

years. 



W
here is it 

in
vasive? 

●
The plant is spreading rapidly in N

orth Am
erica

●
The plant is spreading from

 natural causes and 
people planting it as decoration. 

●
Scotch Broom

 has been registered as an 
invasive species in W

ashington, O
regon, California, 

Idaho,  M
ontana, W

isconsin, G
eorgia and South 

Carolina



W
hat m

akes it 
dam

agin
g? 

●
Scotch Broom

 grow
s very quickly and can live 

for up to 30 years.
●

The plant takes m
ost of the nutrients from

 the 
soil and out com

pete other plant life.
●

The plants produce lots of seedlings and can 
quickly cover hillsides m

aking it alm
ost 

im
possible for native plantlife to grow

. 


