Milkweed, a Critical Food Source for Monarchs
Station 1: Life Cycle Puzzle & Common Milkweed Anatomy
Fill in the life cycle using the descriptions of each stage.












[image: C:\Users\dabuc\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\PracticePic1 (1).jpg]   Record the number of nodes and leaves you can count on the plant in the picture.

Nodes:

Leaves:

What questions do you have about measuring these?



Fill in the correct anatomy terms on the diagram below.
[image: ]
Illustration by Jacqueline Nuzzo



Station 2: US Range Map & Milkweed Matching
Using the map depicting the range of common milkweed within the contiguous United States, answer the following questions:
Name: ______________________
Date: ______________________


1. Is common milkweed present (dark green) in your state? If so, is it native (bright green) in your county?
_________________________________________________________________

2. Can you find a state in which common milkweed is found but is not native?

___________________________________________________________________________________

3. Why do you think common milkweed is native to some states and not others?
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
4. What are some possible pros and cons of planting common milkweed outside its native range?
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

There are over 100 species of milkweed in the United States! Match the name and description of the milkweed species to its picture and range map. This will help you identify common milkweed in the field and distinguish it from other species. Some are tricky!

1. Showy Milkweed     _______
2. Spider Milkweed        _______
3. Butterfly Weed          _______
4. Tall Green Milkweed   _______
5. Prairie Milkweed      _______
6. Poke Milkweed         _______
7. Rose Milkweed         _______
8. Common Milkweed   _______

[bookmark: _GoBack]5. What do you predict might happen to the ranges of these milkweed species as the climate warms?
_________________________________________________________________

Station 3: Monarch Interactions with Milkweed
1. According to the article, how many different species of milkweeds do we know monarchs can eat? 
__________________________________________________________________
2. Why do you think we are focusing so much on common milkweed if monarchs can eat so many different species of milkweed?
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
3. In your own words, what are cardenolides, and how do they benefit monarchs?
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
4. What is one interesting thing you learned from this article?
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
5. What questions do you have about monarch interactions with milkweed?
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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