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It is the hope of the writer of these 
notes that they will serve to increase i~ 

terest in the better use of a wide variety 
of trees to beautify our city. This first 
compilation no doubt contains errors and cer
tainly omits many items of historical or sci
entific nature on our trees. We invite the 
reader to contribute material on unusual var
ieties, history and age of well-known trees, 
the story of beautification of different parts 
of the city, and any other pertinent data. 
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CENSUS OF STRillET TREES OF HORTIn, °i:ELD 

• JULY 1948 

American elm 993 Large-toothed as~en 2 
Hard maple 580 Butternut 2 
Soft maple 148 Silver poplar 2 
Linden 131 Lombardy p ~pla.r 1 
Boxelder 117 Bolleana poplar 1 
Hackberry 85 Hawthorn 1 
Chinese elm 65 Jack pine 1 
Black walnut 52 Austrian pine 1 
Sohwedler's maple 34 ':Jhite willow 1 
Green ash 31 Vlhite oak 1 
Norway maple 25 Yellow birch 1 
Slippery elm 20 Black cherry 1 
Black ash 10 Total trees - 2426 
Cottonwood 10 Total species - 48~l	 Ohio buckeye 10 
Ironwood 10 
Horse chestnut 9 
Catalpa 9 SHRUBS AND PERENIHALS 
\1111te spruce 8 
Mountain ash 8 Lilac	 17 
Apple	 7 Peony	 17 
Black locust 5 VanHoutil Spiraea 14 
Russian olive 5 Tartar. Honeysuckle 8 
White birch 5 A.\'/aterer Spiraea 4 
Blue spruce 4 Phlox	 4 
Arbor Tltae 4 liock Orange 4 
Weeping willow 4 Pfitzer juniper 3 
Honey looust 4 Hydrangea	 1 
Trembling aspen 3	 1Snowball bush 
Plum 3 Caragana 1 
Red cedar 2 Japanese barberry 1 
Bed oak ~	 Tiger lily 1 
Cutleaf weeping	 1Grape vine 

birch 2 Gooseberry 1 
Amerchino elm 2	 Total plants - 78Norway spruce 2 

Total species - 15Choke cherry 2 
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INl'RODUCTI0N 

:Northfield is a city rich in trees. Look
ing eastward from l'Ianitau H.:igLt s, one sees in 
summer a green grove bro!:.:ea Ol:ly occasionall,y 
by the steeple of a church} the tower of a school, 
or the roof of a commercial or factory building. 
It seems har~ possible that this forest shelters 
a population of five thousand people. 

Not cnly is there a large number of trees 
but there is a rich variety, particularly for 
a region so limited in number of har~ species 
as is this northern inland country. A census of 
street trees in July, 1948, revealed there were 
2426 trees of 48 different species growing in 
the parking between sidewalk and curb. The trees 
gro\rlng on lawns, in .gardens, and yards are esti
mated to be somewhat more numerous than the street 
trees, so that we arrive at over 5000 as the to
tal number of trees in the city proper, exclusive 
of those on the campuses of the colleges. That's 
more than one tree for each inhabitant including 
the doga. There are some 15 varieties to be 
found in home plantings that are not represented 
among the street trees, so that we have at least 
63 different kinds of trees growing in the city, 
exclusive of rare and trial species in the Carle
ton Arboretum.. We are concerned here throughout 
this report with trees and have nowhere included 
shrubs. The census report tabulated on page 1 
shows only those species of trees, shrubs, and 
flowering plants that are found on the parking 
of streets between sidewalk and curb. 

The American e.1.tIl easily takes first place 
-among street t!'ees here as it does in the whole 
United States~ This specIes deserves its popular
ity since it rates first on any score-card of 
street traes~ it ha~ et+'ractive foliage, grace
ful branching, no flower or fruit nuisances, 

great hardiness, long life, freedom. from fungus 
and insect pests. On the last score huwever we 
are not sure of the future. The Dutch hIm d:i.sbase 
is threatening the elms of some of the ea8tel'n 
cities with complete annihilation an~ is app~ariag 
sporadically farther west. The region about In
dianapolis, Indiana, is seriously threatened 8.t 
present. The disease is caused by a fungu~ which 
would not be so serious if it were not for the 
fact that bark beetles and other insects readily 
spread the spores even to distant trees. Ue can
not gaze in a crystal ball and predict what the 
future of this disease will be. The hope is that 
methods of nrr8sting its advance will be found by 
pathoLogists and entomologists, but that does not 
prevent responsible persons from cautioning about 
going all out for elms in neVJ plantings. At least, 
we have here an argument for diversification in se
lectimg varieties of street trees. 

Selection of resistant varieties of the Ameri
can elm seems to have met with failure. The De
parr.'tmnrtl of Agriculture is seeking a good hybrid 
of American Elm and Chinese Elm that will have 
most of the desirable characteristics of the for
mer parent $Jld the resistance of the Chinese Elm. 
We have cooperated in sending to Washington the 
past two years seeds from these two parent trees 
where the branches intermingle along the Butt 1ng 
Road just below Oak Street. Natural ~br1dlzation 
occurs only occasionallY;, artificial cross pollina
tlbn bas not proved feasible. The Japanese Elm 
seems to be highly resistant if not immune, 
thaugh there 1s some difference in results repo~ 
ted by different authorities. This species is 
DDlch like the American E.lm, and may prove to be 
the best substi~te. One of these trees sent 
by the Bureau of Plant Introduction was planted 
in 1928 in the Carleton Arboretum and may be 
seen near the boundary fence of the Baker School, 
southeast of the Bryn-Jones home. 
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The Hard Maple holds second place among our
 
trees. How extensively it has been planted is
 
evident in the fall when aut~~ colors come on.
 
In most parts of the city however the glacial
 
gravels underlying the soil are not conducive
 
to the best growth of this species and they
 
tend to become decrepit at too early an age.
 

A common criticism of the street trees of
 
Northfield is that they have not been headed up
 
high enough in their earlier years by sufficient
 
use of the pruning shears. MaI\Y ha'Te branches
 
drooping so low as to brush the head of a tall
 
person~ an1 most of them would be better if the
 
lowest branches were higher so as to give a bet

ter view across th8 street. In the case of hard
 
maples~ the grass beneath would do better if the
 
lower branChes did not make for denser shading.
 

Another criticism of Northfield street trees 
springs from the fact that every householder has 
his own ideas about what to plant, how far to 
space trees, and how to prune them, or rather 
how not to prune them. A better total picture 
is attained if there is uniform!ty 1i'1 any stretch 
of street, or at least harmony in type and spac
ing. The property owner IDarY exercise his indivi
duality in the selection and placing of trees 
on his lawn and in his backyard, but rugged 
individuality should stop at the sidewalk if 
an attractive vista down the street is desired. 
This can be attained if there is central authority 
in the selection of species and spacing ot the 
trees~ Such central authority in larger cities 
18 the park board which plants and cares tor the 
street trees and asseses the property owners tor 
the cost. The cost need not be great if a city 
nursery is maintained or it a local nursery is 
engaged to produce good hardy trees. Looking . 
ahead a couple of decades and more, it would s6em ...... 

to be wise forilany city, large or small, to 
evolve an overall plan for street tree planting, 
and set up proper authority for car-rying it out. 
We would then not have such incongruities as 
spruces, peonies, spiraea bushes, elms, and 57 
other varieties making for disharmony alcng our 
street parkings. There is a stretch of St. Olaf 
Avenue where some thought was given to the uni
formity of species, their spacing and location, 
some ·yea-.rs ago. T~e3e ar'~hing elms noVi stand 
in stri~ing contra~t to other stretches of the 
same aven'ue where 15 differ3ut species can be 
counted in the length of three blocks. 

Northfield owes much to the pioneers who 
loved trees and started the earliest planting. 
Rober'~ ~~d william Vatson were responsible for 
awakening an interest in ornamental pl~nting 

seventy years ago. Some of the oldast s)eci
mens still standing in all their vigor on the 
property o~med by the Watsons between First and 
Second Streets from Nevada eastward to the tennis 
courts were planted by these brothers in 1879. 
Robert Watson together with Charles P. Nichols 
planned the planting and chose the wide variety 
of specimens for Oaklawn Cemetery, a beauti
ful burial park, in which the finest monuments 
are spruces, pines, larches, birches, catalpas, 
and dozens of other choice species. 

1~. Nichols started a nursery at Water
ford in 1886. Abollt 1891 he bought the 
Sylvestre Sherpy farm on the eastern edge of, 
Northfield and moved his nursery there. The 
Wardell nursery between the two cemeteries 
still carries on from the Nichols ~s. Much 
of the nursery stock for the early Northfield 
plantings came from lTichols. 

The writer invites readers to send any
 
historical data for a later edition.
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OUR EVERGP.EEH TREES-
Evergreens are popu.lar in this northern coun

try because they maintain their needle-like leaves 
through the winter when the broad-leaf trees are 
bare. One cone-bearing species, the larch, that is 
classified here is an exception to the term ever
green as it sheds its needles in the fall. It is 
easy to learn to distinguish the different kinds of 
conebearing trees if one learns how the cones look, 
what kinds (if needles there are and how they are 
arranged on the twig. 

The pines al~ays have their needles arranged 
in pairs, in threes, or in fives. All others have 
needles singly attached. ~he spr~ce needles are 
square in cross section and can be rolled between 
thmab and finger the w~ one might twirl a match 
stick. But the fir needle is flattened and cannot 
be rolled between thumb and finger. So one may re
member: Square-Spruce, Klat-Kir. 

\"JHITS PINE 

The most valuable soft-wood timber tree of 
the Eastern United States is a native of ~linnesota 

and well known to cwnpers in the northern part. 
It is the only pine you will encounter here that 
has its needles in clusters of five (unless you 
happen onto one of the few specimens of Swiss Stone 
Pine). The trunk and branches are dark and quite 
smooth except in old trees. It makes a good speci
men tree for the lawn or background of the house. 

Several notable old trees grace the home 
grounds of some of our citizens: 

Front lawn, 203 l~ple 

Backgrounding the house at 306 East Fourth 
Christiansen home, 812 St. Olaf Avenue 

A grove of White Pines was planted by the Class 
of 1909 just west of the me~'s dorrr~tcrieJ on the 
Car let on Campus. Here you can get an iG.Ga of 
how much growth the species makes in 40 years. 

Two of the early specirre ns planted by Rob
ert Watson are more than two feet in diameter 
one on the north-west corner of the Isabella 
Watson place, 103 Maple, the other behind the Dr. 
Wa tson home, 115 Maple. 

SCOTCH PUm: 

This species has tv«> needles to~ther. They 
are longer than those of Jack Pine but shorter 
than Austrian, averaging about two inches. The 
bark on older trunks and branches is reddish brown 
and papery, peeling off in layers of filmy tissue. 
The hah it of the tree is quite informal, its shape 
often being irregular, but this seems to add to 
its picturesqueness. The reddish bark makes it 
easy to re cognize. It has long been highly prized 
in Europe as an ornanental tree and deserves wider 
use with us as a lawn tree. 

Catholic Cemetery 
Along lane west of Pine Hill Village 
North side of house, 302 Maple 
Back of Laird Hall, Carleton 
In front of Northfield Foundry office 
2 trees behind house at 418 St. Olaf Ave. 
4 fire old trees, .south side of house, 

211 South Madison 
Seve ral south of St. Olaf Athletic Field 

te hind the great willow tree. 
2 great trees north of Old Main, st. Olaf 

Campus. 

AUSTRIAN PINE 
A hardy introduction from Europe that has 
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long been a v~luable addition to our evergreens. to some extent instead of Austria.n Pj n2 whic"!:l itTr..a tre85 are IJcarSG tsx"tlx('e1 wi'~h tl1ick twigs 
and long needles (3 - 6 inches i tlut are a:::-rs':ibcd 
in pairs~ Tho be.rk of the triLl1k limo larger bra.n
ches is always da~k colored aJ~ much rOkgher than 
that of ~lite Pine. The trees are s~illn8trical 

with conical crown unler:s crowded. by o"iirJ.er trees. 
On small home ground~, tr..e te:~tUl'e of this tree 
is a little too coarse; i"t belOiigs in more spa.
cious areas. It can be reco~m8nded as specimen 
for the backgro1.Uld of the house. 

Fine old monarch specimen on ITatson 
lawn, 517 Dilion 

Young tree, front lawn~ 901 qest Second 
Th.J.'ee young trees, 302 Manitou 
Tvc tall trees in front of st. Olaf Gym

n?,slum 
Threa trees across drive south-east from 

St~ Olaf Lib~a£y. 

Several old trses north-east of Laird 
Hall, Carleton. 

NOR:l.AY PINE (OR RED PINE) 

Minnesota's fine native timber tree 1s also 
a wortlly ornamental tree. It resembles the much
planted Austrian Pine, but lacks the dark color 
of the bark, being reddish instead. Needles are 
in pairs, as long as those of Austrian Pine 
(about 5 inches). 

Small trees north of Leighton Hall, 
Carleton. 

Small trees south-east of Pine Hill Vill
age. 

3 yol.Ulg trees, north side of front lawn 
320 Manitou. 

POBDEROOA PINE 

Also called Vastern Yellow Pine. Planted 

... 

" 

resembles. Its bark is reddish thot't6h and ·~l';.e 

needles are attached in groups of three (some 
times two) instead of t.he uniform groups of two. 

Group south of Pine Hill Ville~ 

3 young trees. south-east corner of 
backyard. 320 H~nitou St. 

South-east of Gridley. Carleton Campus. 

S.IISS STO:NE PINE 

This resembles our~hitd Pine in that it has 
5 needles in a cluster. but the bark is almost 
black and rough even on the yOU.l'lg branches. con
trasting \"li th the smoothness of the "hite rine. 

Tv,O fine specimens of over 50 years in 
Oaklawn Cemetery. 

On front la\7n of Isabella Jatson horne. 
103 1~ple street. This fine specimen 
was planted in 1903. 

JACK PINE 

A very hardy native Minnesota tree succeed
ing i11 poor sandy soil. It is not very shapely 
and not used much for ornamental purposes. The 
needles are very short and arranged in pairs. 

ParIcing, 219 \;;Test ,[oodley 
2 good trees eastside of 902 i!est 
Second(at edge of Hospital Grounds).In 
front of them is an Austrian Pine. 
Corner of lawn. 318 North Plum 
Group south-east of l'ine Hill Village. 

'MUGHO PINE 
This is usually a shrUb, but grows into a 

small tree or more often a group of several trunks 
together. The dwarf v"trip.i;y malr.qs good ground 
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cover of planted close together, but should be 
kept low and dense by pinching off the terminal 
buds. It is a mountain species with flexible 
branches that are pressed to the ground by the 
winter snows. 

Obviously not a street tree because of its 
low spreading habit, but corrnnonly planted on 
lanns. 

In front of Gymnasium and also Agnes 
JI.elby Hall, st. Olaf Campus. 

East of Laird Hall, Carleton 

NOR.JAY SPRUCE 

A hardy tree introduced from Europe, resem
bling somewaht our native 1,hite Spruce. However 
it differs in having a much larger cone (5" - 7" 
long) and in a coarser sppearance of the branches. 
'1'00 larger branches extend out at almost right 
angles like the yardarms from a ship's mast and 
the t\"!igs ha..l1g from these, whereas the \lhi te Spruce 
has s ide branches more erect and dem er. 

Some fine old specimens are found in 
Iloruay Valley, St. Olaf Campus, plan
ted about 1890 

Grove of ancient trees north of Old Main, 
St. Olaf Campus 

2 trees on parking, 908 Vest Second 
r/est of 717 sast Second (Faculty Club) 
2 large trees, ;/atson home, 517 Union 
5 trees in front of garden, north of 

918 :iashington 
LaVin, 518 Union 
North side of house, 103 l~ple. Planted 

in 1879. 

NOR'.IAY VIEEPUTG SPRUCE 
This is an od~ity used occasionallY as an 

arresting specimen to give a bizarre effect. 
You can see an eXample on the lawn of U5 Maple 
Street. 

WHITE SPRUCE 

Our hardiest evergreen and the species that 
is most likely to grow successfully. It is a 
nati ve of Northern Minnesota and extends away up 
to the Arctic Circle. The Black Hills Spruce is 
merely a variety of this species. This variety 
has been sold most by nurseries in recent years. 

It is distinguished from Norway Spruce by 
the usually smaller softer needles, by the denser 
branching of the crown, and by the smaller cones 
(1" - 2" 1ong) • 

The color of the trees varies among indivi
duals from green to a bluish color that may make 
them look like Blue Spruce. H~ever, by running 
the hand over the foliage ane can easily disti~ 

gu.ish the sharp pricking tips of the Blue Spruce 
from the softer tips of the VJhite Spruce. 

2 fine trees with very blue needles, 
south side of 318 South Orchard, cor
ner South Orchard and West Fourth. 
Between them is a. Norway Spruce. 

Extensive planting south and west of 
practice field beyond Water Tower, 
St. Olaf Campus. 

On lawn of :Bethel Church 
2 trees, 317 North Plum 
2 trees beside front v~k near sidewalk, 

104 south Madison 
2 large trees on front lawn, 211 Manitou 
Extensive planting between Observatory 

and ~ lAkes, Carleton 
2 trees encroaching on sidewalk, 4ll 

East Second. 

..... 
. -I., • 
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Big tree on parking, 901 South Second 
Parking, 100 West Woodley 
Parking, 1112 South Vlater 

BLUE SPRUCE 

This is one evergreen that almost everyone 
recognizes without difficulty unless some indivi
dual trees of the \fuite Spruce species are so blue 
as to be confused with H.. Because it is so dis
tinctive it should be used sparingly and with dis
crimillation. It is an accent tree, good as an 
exclamation point if used in the right place. 

\ In 1938 several cases of ~lue Spruce canker 
were reported in Southern Minnesota. This dis
ease kills the lower branches , causing a whitish 
resin to drip from lesions in the bark. It at
tacked a grove on the Carleton Campus east of 
Laird Hall, also a prize specimen of a tree on 
the crest end of the house, 506 East Third. The 
trees are not killed but rendered unattractive by 
loss of l~/er branches. 

Blue Spruce is at its best in youth. After 
twenty years most of the trees become unattrac
tive and should be replaced. There are exceptions. 
r/ell-known is the large one at the Headley home, 
815 East Second, beautifully illuminated at Christ
mas time. In older trees the needles are often 
green instead of blue. The fine conical synmetry 
Of this tree is duplicated by the Concolor Fir 
Which tree grows old much more gracefully, and 
one might well consider choosing this ~ecies 

before plaAting a Blue Spruce. 

Examples are numerous and easily recognized. 
i/e will refer to only one which stands on the park
ing at the Swenson home. 506 Nevada Stree. \ie 
think this species is out of place on the park
ing, but this is a beautiful specimen. 

DOUGLAS FIR 

The firs are distinguished from the Spruces
 
by their flattened needles. The spruce needle
 
can be rolled between thumb and finger while the
 
fir needle is too flat to roll. The cones of the
 
Douglas fir are qUite easily recognized as they
 
are our only cones with sharp three-pointed bra.cts
 
sticking our fran under each cone sca.le.
 

The speciea deserves wider use in Northfield.
 
When we see it growing as a small ornamental tree
 
it is hard to realize that in the Pacific North

west it is the most valuable timber tree, attain

ing a size second only to the Big trees of Oali

fornia.
 

North of laird Hall 
Along drive, south-east of Goodsell Ob

servatory. 
2 large trees on lawn, 1218 St. Olnf 

Ave. 

BALSAM FIR 

Occasionally planted for the fragrance of 
its needles. None occurs on our streets. 

2 trees on slope east of Observatory, 
Carleton Campus. 

CONOOWR Fm 

A Rocky Mountain species that is lI. good su~ 
ati tute for the blue spruce as it keeps its sym
metrical form as it grows old. The bluish-white 
flat needles are longer than those of any other 
Of our firs or spruces, averaging about 2 inches'. 

Fine old tree north of house, 103 l.'Iaple, 
planted in 1903. 

Old tree, South-east of Gridley Hall. 
In the grove to right of po.th leading 
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to May Fete Island,--planted in 
1920. 

Im!'ILOCK 

Recommended for plant i.ng wmre other trees 
40 not succeed because of deep shade. The needles 
are flat, with two white stripes on the under 
side. They are arranged in two ranks on the twig. 

North-west comer of lawn, 109 Yaple. 
South end of Burton Hall Terrace, Carle

ton Campus. 
North of Iaighton Hall. 

111[/ 

ARBOR VITAE 

The Arbor Vitae is better known here as a 
shrubby hedge plant rather than a tree. In our 
northern swamps it grows large and is the source 
of telephone poles. As a tree it is known as 
\1hite Cedar. lI!here are numerous variet ies, glo
bose, columnar, etc., of both the Asiatic spe
cies and the American species. 

It occurs rarely among our parking trees but 
the c alumnar variety is a common choice for t\VO 
sentinel trees on either side of the entrance to 
the house. These occur, for example, at the fol
lowing homes: 517 East Second; 716 East Fourth; 
118 South Madison; 804 St. Olaf Ave.; 1300 St. 
Olaf Ave. 

An old hedge on the south side of 817 Union 
has grown to tree-like proportions. 

30 foot tree on lawn, east side of 103 
Maple. 

A tree occurs on the parking, 114 East 
Ninth. 

RED CEDAR 

This is a Juniper species native to 1linne
aota growing as a small tree in fencero1i'ls and on 
rocky bluffs. It has bluish berries instead of 
cones. Its many varieties are much used in land
scape planting, mallY of the Cedars or Junipers are 
low shrubby, others are columnar trees of vari
ous colors,--silver, gold, bronze, etc. 

3 large old trees on la\'1D.S of 103 and 
105 North Plum 

Lawn, 819 West Second 
Lawn, 412 Vest First 
lawn, 318 South Plum 
Parking, corner of East 9th and Winona 

.,.t 
EUROPEAN lARCH 

This is the most commonly planted of the 
larches. It is our only needle-leaved tree th~t 

sheds its needle leaves in vrinter. On the Carle
t on Campus I hear loud lAmentations each fall 
over "that poor pine tree that's dying" when the 
needles fall. In the spring however there is a 
joyous resurrection and I know' of nothing more 
excit ing than the gracefully pendulous branches 
of the larches putting out their fi~ new foliage. 
The rounded canes usuaJ.ly persist for several 
years and most trees are characterized by the 

...	 abundant load of cones. For the finest displ&¥ 
of this species you. must go to tm hane at the 
south end of Division Street where almost a score 
of t mse old monarch trees hold sway. other loca.
tions are. 

Severa.l large trees north of Old Main, 
St. Olaf Campus 

2 south of Agnes Melby Hall, St. Olaf 
East of Carleton College Greenhouse 
East of Leighton Hall, Ca.rleton 



17 16 

T.AMARACX (AM&RICAN LARCH) 

Wf;j prefer the American Indian name, Ta.marack, 
f~ 1;l1e American species and Larch for the European. 
The 'lamarack is abundant in tie northern part of the 
state, being able to live both in b ega and uplands. 
Jt is not so neat and symmetrical as the more com
monly planted European species. 
, Carleton Faculty Club, 710 E. 2nd. 

IAHURICAN IARCH 

This introduction from Eastern Siberia is
 
proving very desirable and deserves a place beside
 
the European species. The three trees south and
 
e~st of the Carleton Observatory were sent for
 
trial by the U. S. Bureau of Plant Introduction.
 

OUR BROADLEAF TREES-
AMERICAN EIM 

This tree holds first place as a street tree 
in t11e esteem of Northfielders and of tie nation 
as a. whqle. Some of our trees are older than Borth
f'iela.d i teelf. Both campuses have virgin trees. 
Mr. M. E. Neville says that some of the old elms 
in the vicinity of 302 St. Olaf Avenue were there 
when or igina.l building started. Two great virgin 
elJns south across the field from the st. Olaf' art 
b"Uilding and now forming a background of the new 
residence at 1404 Forest Avenue are pointed out as 
~he trees whIch President Mohn used as hitching 
posts. One st'jll carried the iron ring until re
eentq. 'Ahother, notable tree is the 3 foot elm at 
the lower ;,end p~' Norway Valley. 

Until, 25 ye~rs ago, the "st. Olaf Elm", stand
ing at 'the jog "in\. Forest Avenue where it meets W. 
4th St., was 8.' fathous landmark. It is desoribed 
as a very fine specimen. To date we have not dis
OJvered any pictures/of it. About 1894 or 1895 

III~II
 
I~ II 

it was slated to be cut down but some tree lovers 
came to its rescue and it was granted anotl:er 25 
years of llfe. It stood in the jog of the 3treet 
directly east of the Professor lUldrew Fossum home. 
In order to assure its future Professor Fossum 
prevailed on the city council to set aside the 
little triangle on which the tree stood as a city 
park. This was newsworthy at the time because it 
was represented as the smallg8tcity pa.rk in exis
tence. Professor Fossum further was instrumental 
in orS8,nizing a baseball game betli:reen the two lo
cal colleges, the proceeds of the admissions 
charge to be used in surrounding the park with an 
iron railing and in doing ;;'~lr.a tree surgery on 
the old monarch. It was further stipw..ated that 
the tree was to be named after the winner of the 
game. That night it was christened "The St. Olo.f 
Elm." 

Dr .. Pa.ul Fossum, son of the 16e.i"l"lc~ ;,::01e8
eor of Greek and research scl:"lar, r~(;a:i. 1,-. ':: ..-0jU 

his earliest memories tre reC&SiO~l of 1p~r·.Yl:: 

the park wren Slme tar for the posts tr..d.-= .;eing 
heated on the kitchen stove caught fire and 
l!lIDmged the house. Others recall swi~oi.ng on 
the iron rod tha.t was Pit in to tie the 1;l.70 

gr~t branches together. So far as we know. 
this triangle of' ground. is still one of our 
city parks. If you visit it 7-ou will see only 
tarna paving as it has been ireorporated into 
the street~ 

An elm derived by graftage from the ori
ginal George Washington Elm of Mount Vernon 
stands on the grounds of' our City Library. 
Its copper plaque bears the emblem or the D. 
A. R. and. the Inscription, ttPlanted by Josiah 
Edson Chapter, D. A. R. May 7, 1932. 

There are JIlaW such descendants through
ou.t tbe country ot this famous old elm under 
which rlashington took CQlJlland cf1ibllFlM Au!er'Jna 
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army. When it was dying, Jacks on DaVlson~ a famous 
horticu.lturist grc,ft&1 fran a c:r:ench of the old 
tree. This first gl'afted tree st~11d."l on the grou"''1ds 
of the Public Library at ~ellesley, Massa 

Indi vidual trees of this spe{I.ies vary greatly 
and vie have numerous varieties; st:ch as the Moline

II elm, the Parkway elm, the Vase elm, etc. These 
are grafted or budded from original choice trees 

I	 and assure uniformity wren the trees gra:! u.p, which 
is not true of trees grovm from seed. ~e rows 
of trees on either side of the walk fr an the Car
leton Library dm-m to Di vis ion street are trees 
that Vlere budded from a fine parent tree on Gir
ard Avenue in Minneapolis. 

TheVlest end of st. Olaf Avenue and Manitou 
Street both show the desirability of uniformly 
planted elms in making an attractive street. 

I 

III Vlhile the American Elm rates first as a 
street tree, it may not be wise to plant this 
species exclusively as it is threatened with ex

r	 tinction in the East because of the Dutch Elm 
Disease, a fungus disease carried by beetles 
from one tree to another. It has reached epi
demic proportions in snma areas farther west, 
notabJ,y in the Indi.a.napo-lis area. We are not 
abJ.e to predict what progress will be made by 
scientists in the prevention of this disease 
and therefore cannot counsel anyone whether or 
not to plant more American elms. 

An effort is being made by the Departmentct 
Agriculture to find a hybrid between the iIll!lune 
Chinese Elm and the susceptible iunerican Elm 
which will be ir~;une and at the same time retain 
the fine qualitie11 of the latter. In two differ
ent seas ons we have sent seeds to the Department 
collected from these two species in places where 

their branches intertwine SO that natural cross 
pollination is facilitated. Artificial cros~~pol
lination is very difficu.lt beCD.use of tho ~t:,:uc
ture of the elm flowers. Among the llotli.ble elms 
of Northfield we may refer to only a few: 

Old monarch encroaching on the sidewalk, 
1212 st 6 Olaf Ave o 

North side of St~ Olaf Library 
On f:i':'O:'.7a.lk~ 208 South J ..inde'1 
On si1e-.,8.l.k: Cbrner East 'Jater and 11est 

'lth B~Q 

North sid.e of 414 East FoW"'th 
Corner, West First and Orc~rd 

AME"RICAN ElliI X CHINESE ELM 
~ 

Th('''.le hyb!"id trees h&.ve been sold under the 
nama of Amel'chir~o Elms" They give prom::i;l~ ::>f 
g7!5oY/ing L!!.~o g(;od lookli1g treeso It is nc..... known 
whether they are immune to the Dutoh Elm J):.sease. 

East of heating plant on Carleton Campus 
2 trees on parking, 414 gest First 

supnRY EIM 

I
 
Differs from the American Elm in having lar


ger and rougher leaves VIli. th the two halves of the
 
blade sanewhat trough-shaped instead of flattene~
 

In pioneer days the rough leaves served instead 
of sandpaper for smoothing home-made axe handles. 
The buds of this species have a brown woolly sur
tace. Found rather frequently in our plantings. 

Parking, south co.rner of 508 Union 
Parking, 200 east 6th st. 
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OHINESE ELM ties of the elm and deserves consideration as 
a street tree. Some of the trees have defonned 

Most of the trees that pass under this name 
are ree..l.ly the Siberian Elm (U:IJIl'.lS purnila). The 
true Chinese Elm is Ulmu.! parvIfOIia:--But since 
even s ana of the nurseries llSe this name, it is 
probable th9..t it "vill become extab lished. It 
is recognized by the lop-·sided base of the lea.f 
blade such as all elms have and by the smaller 
leaves than other elms. 

This species was widely p,l.anted 15 and. 20 
years ago but its populartty' IDS decreased since 
the trees often do not; do well when they grow 
oldero We have some healthy specimEl1s on our 
lawns and parkings over twenty years old but most 
of them do not look healthy.. Vlhile not rec01Iirl11m
ded for lvIil'.nesota. it is a lucky gift to the. 

4~ 

drier plains westward where it apparently thrives 
better. It is a pleasure to Bee these trees 
grovdng chee::-fully along the streets of towns 
in our dry western plains area that were virtu
ally treeless twenty years ago. 

CAl\IIPERDOWH Em 

This large wide-spreading variety of the 
English elm is seen at the base of the slope saxth 
of the st. Olaf Art Building, in the "Oarleton 
Ohapel Elm" (once known as the "Secccrnb Elm", and 
in the specimen north of Gridley Hall. 

HAOKBEImY 

This native tree is a sister genus of the 
elms and is being recommended more and more as 
a substitute for the eihm because of the danger 
of extermination of that fine tree by the Ih1ch 
Elm Disease. It has mallY of the fine quali

masses of twigs called "witches' brooms" which 
are caused by the depredations of a sall mite 
that infests the twigs. Examples of these can 
usually be seen in the row of trees on East Second 
Street between Union and ~ashington. 

~he fruits of this tree are about the size 
of It pea 1I'ith a small amount of very sweet pulp 
around a large seed. The In<11ans however gathered 
them to eke out the slender sugar supply in their 
diet. The M-me "Sugarberry" is sanetimes used 
for this tree. 

9 great trees between Library and Admini
stration BUilding, st. Olaf Campus 

Parking, 519 St. Olaf Ave. 
Good group west of 406 St. OUl,f Ave. 
5 fine yOUlJg trees, U8 South IlA"adison 
Parking, corner Washington and 8th St. 
Par king , 205 College 
Parking, 404 Washington 
2 trees on parking, 2 on lam, 910 

Winona
 
Lawn, 806 Division.
 

HARD MAPUl 

This tree takes second place as a Northfield 
Street tree. It pres ent s a good shapely crown 
And attractive foliage but is particularly pri zed. 
tor its gay autumn coloration. The dense foliage 
casts a deep shadow and that interferes with the 
best growth ot grass beneath. If tm trees are 
triamed when young so that the first branches are 
rather high the shading of the grass is somewhat 
decreased. Many ot our street trees have their 
branc.hes banging too low arJ.7Wq. This species 
grades into the black Sugar Maple which is also 



21 

ties of the elm and deserves consideration as 
a stlteet tree. Some of the trees have defomed 
masses of twigs called "witches' brooms" which 
are caused by the depredations of a _all mi.te 
that infests the twigs. Examples of these can 
usually be seen in the row of trees on East Second 
Street between Union and ~ashington. 

~he ftuits of this tree are about the size 
of It pea with a small amount of very sweet pulp 
arOWld a large seed. The Indians however gathe red 
them to eke out the slender sugar supply in their 
diet. The name "Sugarberry" is sanetimes used 
far this tree. 

9 great trees bet\veen Library and Admini
stration BUilding, St. Olaf Campus 

Parking, 519 St. Olaf Ave. 
Good group west of 406 St. Olnf Ave. 
5 fine ymmg trees, U8 South IvTadison 
Parking, corner Vfashington and 8th St. 
Par k:1Dg' , 205 College 
Parking, 404 Washington 
2 trees on parking, 2 on lawn, 910 

Winona
 
lawn, 806 Division.
 

HARD MAPlE 

This tree takes second place as a Northfield 
Street tree. It presents a good shapely crown 
and attractive foliage but is particularly pri zed 
tor its gay autumn coloration. The dense foliage 
casts a deep shadow and that interferes with the 
best growth of grass beneath. If tm trees are 
trillDed when 70ung so that the first branches are 
rather high the shading of tm grass is somewhat 
decreased. Many of our street trees have their 
brancbes hanging too low arJ:TIIq. This species 
grades into the black Sugar :Maple which is also 
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OHINESE ELM 

Most of the trees that pass under this name 
are really the Siberian Elm (Ul:n'1.S pumila). The 
true Chinese Elm is tr'.....mus parvffOIi:lo But since 
even s ana of the nurseries use this name, it is 
probable that it will become extabUshed. It 
is recognized by the lop--sided base of the leaf 
blade such as all elms have and by the smaller 
leaves than other elms. 

This species was widely p).anted 15 and 20 
years ago but its popu.lar:ti;y bols decreased since 
the trees often do nato do well when they grow 
older. Vie have some healthy specimens on our 
lawns and parkings over twenty years old but most 
of them do not look healthy.. Vlhile not recozwan
ded for Mil'.nesota, it is a luc~ gift to the. r 
drier plains westward where it appa.rently thrives 
better. It is a pleasure to see these trees 
growi.ng chee:-fully along the streets of towns 

"jill	 in our dry v/estern plains area that were virtu
ally treeless twenty years ago. 

OAl\tIPERDOWll ED¥! 

This large wide-spreading variety of the 
English elm is seen at the base of the slope sazth 
of the St. Olaf Art Building, in the "Oarleton 
Ohapel Elm" (once known as the "SeccOOlb Elm", and 
in the	 specimen north of Gridley Hall. 

HACKBERRy 

This native tree is a sister gems of the 
elms and is being recommended more and more as 
a substitute for the eihm because of the danger 
of extermination of that fine tree by the Ih1ch 
Elm Disease. It has mallY of the fine quali
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represented in our plantings but cannot alw~s be 
clearly distingu.ished. The trees do not grow very 
old in Northfield probably because the lack of 
depth of good so11. In the north woods of Minne
sota you can see Hard Maples 300 years old, their 
trunks scarred by the ~tone axes of the Chippewas 
in quest of the s-ugary sap in years long gone by. 
But here in Northfield trees of 75 years are de
.crepit old specimens. 

NORiiA,Y :MAPIE 

This is the European ed! ti on of our Hard 
:Maple. Its leaves are usually larger and the two 
points at the base of the blade more pronounced. 
Sometimes the two trees are hard to distinguish 
but if you. see the fruits there can be no ques
tion. Those of the Norway have the pair of winged 
fruit'S" directed apart at a uide angle, while those 
of the Hard Maple are almost parallel. The fruits 
of the former are ala 0 mu.ch larger. 

2 good yOUZIg' specimens on parking, 410 
East 4th. 

SCHVllIDIER ~IE 

This is a variety of No~ Maple selected
 
for the red foliage of the spring-time, which
 
however turns green in the sumner except for the
 
reddened petioles. It is often called the "Bed
 
Maple" but that name should apply to our native
 
maple with red buds, twigs, and flowers.
 

This v8.1:1ety is very popular right nOR, but 
we cannot be sure that it is a tree that grows old 
gracefully. Sane older specimens we knOVI are 
rather decrepa. It is also subJect to sun-scald 
of the bark. 

Parking, 306 East Fourth 
iarking, 411 Un! on 
Parking, UlO South Division 

SOFl' MAPLE 

This species is easily distinguished from 
the Hard and Norway Maples by the grayer, more 
scaly bark, and by the deeper cut leaves, which 
are usually a lighter green. Some varieties like 
the W"eirts Cutleaf lVTaple at the Carleton Arbore
tum entrance have the leaves cut very deep. The 
trees become mu.ch larger than the other maples• 

A great tree encroaching on the side
waDe, 711 Union 

Large old trees across the street from 
the Twin City Milk Prod. building. 

TARTARIAN MAPlE and GINIifAIA MlPLE 

Two shrubby species that grow into small 
trees. The Ginnala has slender tapering leaves 
that turn various colors of red and orange in the 
autumn. Recommended for specimen planting. 

Tartarian :n,'Japle may be seen south side of 
Gridley Hall, Carlet on; Ginnala, on the north 
side of the Met hodist Church. 

BOXEIJ)ER 

This is rally a maple as you can see from 
its patted winged key trUits, but its leaves are 
quite ditferent since they are compound. It is 
our only tree that covers its bud with the base 
ot the petiole. i'he twigs are smooth .and variable 
in color through various olive greens to a mahog
any color. 

It is not reconrnended for ornamental planting. 
In tact it is considered a weed tree and if the 
seedlings are not destroyed in the hedgerow or 
along the garden fence, they grow intd little 
trees in the course of several years. It is not 
very attractive so tar as the shape ot its cr~7n 

is concerned b~ by pruning can be shaped into any 
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dense shap.~f' Its wood is brittle and. branches 
easiJq break fro.."1. old i;J.·ees. 

The t~ees eSBtUOO a more attractive appear
ance if the br.)J:l:hob are cut back severely so that 
the crown becomes denser~ 

Because of its rapid growth~ t~ tree is 
sometimes knOll!!'. as a flr~8,1. estate man:s" tree 
since it makes a '([.ll.ck bh:Jwillg when planted about 
new homes. It is also l:L:.;ei"l.:U L1. tne drier prairie 
and pl\ll119 country westward where any trees that 
will g rOil are welc'Jifl3o 

There are son~ good ex.~.pl~g of large old 
trees on the pb,!··l.:Llg b\:r~',yeen Svu'Gh Water and South 
Spring on Wr.~ ~t ~'th ~:t (' 

Large Z' SpeCim3n on corner of lawn, 
2i.8 West ~~ iFSJ~i;:;l. ;;'~t ~ 

A hu.g's tre2 etl'';.l:'o&,!;lJin,g on sidewalk in 
L.'Ullt of 7:2 \','8bt ~rd St. 

Pa.rki.r~.. 7as hni un 
Parking, 906 Union 

LINDEN (~SWOOD) 

This native tree is qu.ite popular as a lawn 
and street tree and it deserves to be. It has 
an attractive shape and good foliage, is reason
ably free of fungi or insect pests- and it grows 
~o a great age wi. thout becoming over large. The 
fragrance of its flowers in June is Vlell known to 
those who know the trees as is also the buzz of 
the bees that come for nectar. In the tall the 
little round nutlets flutter out on speciallY 
constructed glider planes. 

An old "unter den Linden" avenue of these 
trees flanks the walk on East First street south 
of Gridley Hall. The oldest of tm se were plan
ted soon after the fwnding of the College. 

Large fine tree, 200 South Linden 
Pc.rking, 405 East Eight St. 
Parking, 411 - 415 rtaahingt O:l. 

CANOE BmCH (PAPER BIRCH) 

A fine native tree with coarser leaves than 
the European r,'hite Birch. Not planted so com
monly as the European. Both of them are rendered 
tInS i.chtly all too often by t he peeling of the 
white bark by children and half-wits o The Vlhite 
paper,y bark never grows back, once it is peeled. 
One can camouflace these place~ somewhat with 
whitelead paint. 

On Vacant lot, corner Eas t 3rd and Uni on 
lawn, 1204 St. Olaf Avenue. 

EUROPEAN \IHlTE BIRCH 

More commonly planted than the native Canoe 
Birch. Its leaves ~re sare-what smaller and more 
triangular in ou.tline. The bark of old tr..:.nks 
becomes more rough and furrowed than that of the 
Can08' :Birch. 

Between 101 and 103 Winona 
515 East o/later 
Lawn, 306 Manit ou 
2 trees on lawn, 101 South Lincoln 
On lawn, south of house, 513 Nevada 
On la,7.n, 104 East 8th. 

CUTLEAF nBPING BIRCH 
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YELLO~7 BIRCH 

Thiv native of l41nnesota is coamcm in BottClll 
lands but not often planted as an ornamental. 
The late Dr •. Babcock put several in the tow-1st 
park along, with some canoe birches. He planted 
a considerable variety of trees in this develop
ment. 

lforthfield has two good old specimen trees
 
of this s pecies :
 

On parking, 208 East 6th St. 
At entrance to WaJ.den Place fran Forest 

Avenue. 

BLACK BIRCH 

A tree with dark colored. bark. It is hardy 
bare but is not rated so hi..gh ':>rnamental.ly as 
are its s !ster species. 

large old specimen, north-east side of 
the house, 103 Maple. 

CATALPA 

This has the largest simple leaf of all our 
teees. The leaves are not just opposite but are 
attached in threes at each level. The large clus
ters of flolll8rs in the spring make the tree stand 
out among the less conspicuously flowered. The 
long slender pods orten reach a length of two 
feet. 

Oatalpa is a common street tree and merits 
its popularity. But it is more otten used as a 
81Dgle specimen lawn tree. 

In park across from Rock Island Depot 

On lawn, 415 St. Olat Ave. 
On lawn, illS st. Olaf Ave. 
In park west of Far.mers' Elevat or 
On lawn, 906 Union 
Allen Memorial Hospital, 111 North Divi

sion 
Front lawn, 712 East Fourth 
On parking, 510 East Second 
2 young trees north side of Central Park 

:BlACK WALNUT 

This well-known native sheds its leaves early 
in the fall, and puts out new leaves late in the 
spring. Its foliage is usually not very dense and 
it iB· subject to attack by leaf-eating caterpil
lars. So it does not rate high as an ornamental 
but is probably chosen for planting because of 
its nuts. Ho\rever, vThen the nuts fallon the side
v.e.lk, they are somewhat of a nuisance. Its wood 
also is the finest American cabinet wood. 

4 young trees on parking, 316-318 Plum 
On lawn, 904 Forest 
East side of house, 1119 st. Olaf Ave. 
Parking, south of house, 519 College 
Corner of lAwn, 214 East Fourth 
Good specimens on parking across street 

from 611 East Second. 

The native stand in the Carleton Arboretum 
beyond Waterford is the most northerly natural 
area that we know for this species. 

:BUTTERNm 

COIlmon on the bluf'fs along the Cannon River, 
but not often planted. The bark is of a lighter 
color than that of Black Walnut. The nuts are 
about twice as long as their diameter while those 
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of Black Walnut are almost globose. BUB OAK
 
Parking, 1110 South Vlater
 
A double tree at edge of lawn, north
 The lobes of the leaves are rour.ded and. the 

side of 101 Lincoln. cups of the ac orns are rough bur-like. Sorne 
virgin trees of the Big Woods still persist on 

SWAMP HICKORY (BITTERNUr) the college campuses and elsewhere in the city. 
The tree is however not used much as an ornamental. 

A. native tree with Sftlooth bark and alternate The lack of alltumn coloration probably is a.&.inst 
compound leaves with usually 5 but also 7 or 9 it. 
leaflets. The nuts are not very desirable. It 
is a neat-looking tree useful merely as a speci Fine old specimen on north-east corner 
men. As such, it is equal to the Walnut or But of lawn, St. Johns Church 
ternut. Front lavm right beside sidewalk, 608 

St. Olaf Ave. 
Big two-trunked tree, corner of vacant 

lot, west Second and South Linden OHIO BUCKEYE and HOnsE CHESTNl7l' 
2 big trees on lawn between 107 and 113 

North Linden. This tree is native here and therefore hardy 
and frequently pla.nted as an ornmnental. Its 

RED OAK great clusters of flowers in the spring recol..."llIlend 
it. The nuts resembling chestnllts are sought by 

This species has sharp needle-pointed lobes squirrels and buried in the fall. These are often 
and the acorn cups are very shallow like saucers. forgotten and it is not uncommon to find seedling 
~he species shows fine alltumn coloration. There trees in gardens and la\7ns. 
are not ma1\1 younger specimens in the ci ty but sane 
fine old trees, sane of which are probably still The leaves are compound, all of the five to 
standing from the days the Big Woods was cleared seven leaflets radiating from the tip of the peti
to make we;:, for the city. ole. The leaflets are mostly five in number while 

those of Horse Chestnut, its European cousin, are 
West of Men's Gymnasium, Carleton Campus mostly seven. The broadest part of the Ohio Buck
2 great trees south-eastward from St. eye leaflet is in the middle, while the broadest 

Olaf Library part of the Horse Chestnut leaflet 1s nearer t:te 
2 on front la\m, 1201 St. Olaf Ave. broad tip. The two hybridize and some of au.r trees 
Parking, 1308 St. Olaf Ave. are intermediate in their characters. 
2 trees on West boundary, •• 910 St. Olaf Ave. 
Row of seven trees on front lawns, 319, The fi ve trees on the parking in front of the 

401, 405, 409 Manitou Senson home, 506 Nevada St. are Horse Chestnuts. 
DoUble-trunked spreading tree, corner So also is the tree on the parking on Union St., 

of front lawn toward City Hospital, West of 300 East 5th St. 
708 flest Second 

North of house, 103 Maple St., 20 in. diameter 
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Ohio Buckeyes are seen at: 

lawn, 1212 St. Olaf Ave. 
lawn, 3lG Manitou. 
In park west of Farmers Elevator 
West side of 717 E. 2nd Faculty Club 
Parking, GOO East t7ater 

WHITE MUIBERRY 

This tree has been extensively planted as 
an ornamental in this country but we do not know 
of any trees in Northfield except several on the 
Carleton campus and in the Arbcretum. It is an 
asiat ic tree that has been almost exclusively 
favored the world over for 1ts leaves as food for 
the s1lk worm. Trees sold by nurseries are usually 
varieties of this 8pecles and may vary in color 
of berries, but they are lnostly white. In this 
they contrast wi. th our native Red Mulberry which 
should succeed here as it is found naturally in the 
sou.th-eastern part of the State. 

The white. fruits resemble those of a black
berry but they are more long and slender. The 
leaves vary from those that are not lobed to Borne 
with a single deep lobe or even with several 
lobes. 

Beside north ent ranee of Lei gilt on Hall
Entrance, Carlet at Arboretum 
207 Lincoln. 

WEEPING MULBERRY 

A mutant of the ~sslan Mulberry which 
originated OD. the grounds of .Topn C. Teas, Car
thage, Missouri, about 1883 and can be propagated
onlY by grafting or budding. When grafted several 
teet high on straightstock of White MulbeDry it rmkes 

One of the best small weeping lawn trees. A 
good specimen on lawn, G09 Division. 

RUSSIAN OLIVE 

This inmigrant from Siberia has become a 
worthy citizen, quite hardy and distinctive be
cause of its light gre;r foliage thalt can be recog
nized among other greens even at a distance. It 
is not truly an olive but its fruits resemble 
olives in structure. They are much smaller, how
ever, and covered with the same silvery scales 
as the leaves,- hence the name Silverberry by 
which the shrubby native American species is 
knm7n. Another relative is a native of this 
country,- a shrub called Buffalo-berry, the 
fruits of which are prized for jelly especial
~ westward over the plains states. 

Several trees Bb out the hou.se where 
ITashington meets Division Street 

Park, west of the Fanners' Elevator 
Groups of trees on the west boundary of 

Northfield Hospital grounds. 
1111 St. Olaf Avenue 
In grove, north-east of Old l"rain, 

St. Olaf Campus. 

limITE \lILLOW 

Occurs occasionally on lawns. It is not re

commended for a street tree. The large tree in
 
front of the hou.se at 300 Harth Linden gives
 
character to the house. A great old tree with
 
several trunks is a landmark at the corner of
 
8th and Nevada. There is a small tree on the
 
line between 707 and 709 Uashington.
 

YlEEPINGJILIJ)Yf 
Several varieties of '."leeping \Jillow are u.s~d 
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as specimen trees on home plantings in all parts 
of the city. They are so highly individualistic 
that they should be used sparingly. Their best 
situation is beside a pool. 

2 large trees in front of Odd Fe1lon 
Home 

402 West Third 
914 West Second 
116 South Madis en 
809 St. Olaf Ave. 
lUI St. Olaf Ave. 
302 Manitou 
306 North Water 
506 East Water 
601 Union 
1112 East Fremont 

SHINING WILLOW 

Usually shrubby but may grow to small tree 
size. The leaves are much broader than most. 
willow leaves and are quite glossy on both sur
faces. This glossy character of the leaves is what 
recoamends the species for planting. 

On lawn, north-east of City Hospital
 
At the c ornars of' lAird Hall, Carleton.
 

GREEN ASH 

This is native and our most coamonly plan
ted species or a_he Its leaves are compound 
and attached opposite on the ",wig. rsaflets 
are usually 5 or 7 in number. There are male 
trees and female trees. The female trees pro
duce paddle-shaped win.:.,~d fruits similar to 
those of maple but symmetrical. 

2 large trees southwestward fr<JD the 
St. Olaf Athletic Field. 

A good female specimen in front of garden to 
the north of 513 Union. 

The Vhite Ash is also native and resembles 
this species except that the under sides of the 
leaflets are ,mitish rather than green. It is 
seldom seen in our plantings 

BLAC1{ ASH 

This is a tree with coarser twigs than the 
Green Ash and with buds dark-brown to almost black 
instead of gray-brovnl. It may have as many as 
11 leaflets on a le~f uhilc the green ash r~rely 

has as many as nine. The male trees often have 
unsightly olack galls that develop when an in
sect deposits her eggs in the male flovers. 
The tree on the ,arking in front of 200 College 
~suallY is infested vith these insect Galls. 

Good large specimens on parking between 
309 and 315 Linden 

By sidewalk on lawn between 1304 and 
1308 St. Olaf Avenue 

Male trees wi th male flovler galls, 
parking, 910 Forest 

In front of i;.iusic HalLl, Carleton. 

IRON'I/OOD (HORNBEAM) 
Thiil small tree is also known as the "Hop 

Hornbeam" because of the clusters of nu.tlets s~
rounded by bladdery enclosures resembling hops. 
It has very hard wood and is used by lumbermen 
to make wooden wedges and hand pikes. It en
d~es shade readily and is cOlMlonly found in 
the woodlands hereabou.ts as an undergrowth tree. 
For ornamental planting it is recommended mai~ly 
for those seeking variety and a departure fran . 
the monotony of the standard species. 

Parking, 310 East Sixth 
2 specimens on parking, 1101 Division 



36 37 

3 specimp,ns on parking7 1010 South Uater 
A round.~·cl·u\'med. specimeu on parking, 

1100 S:)l'..th ~Ja.ter 

The larg~st specimen we kn~l is 11 
inches in di&neter, --south-east of 
house, 103 I.Taple. 

~LACK LOCUST 

This Americe~ tree would be seen much more 
commonly in our planti.ngs if it were not for the 
locust borer. Moat trees succomb to it sooner 
or later so that our surviving trees are mostly 
young. The tree has attractive fragrant pea
like floVf5rs in Iviay and. produces pods of usually 
less than thNe inches. ·rhe leaves are compound, 
with 11 - 15 leaflets. At the base of each pet
iole the twig bears a pair of spines. Nurseries 
also offer varieties with rose-colored flowers. 

~ast side of Davis Hall, Carleton 
On laytl1, 105 ';/est Jater 
On parking, 818 College 
Parking, 801 \/est First 
Betueen 817 and 819 iiest First St. 

HOl'fiilY LOCUST 

Differs from the Black Locust in having vari
able compound leaves, sometimes singly compound, 
sometimes doubly compound. In the latter case 
the lea.f may become quite large. The leaflets 
are shaped like those of black locust but are 
smaller and lack the sharp point at the tip. The 
pods are much larger,- a foot or more long, flat
tened and twisted out of shape. The native wild 
trees (native as far north as south-eastern l~n
nesota) have vicioUB branched thorns which m~ be 
as much as 6 inches long 

Nurseries sell a variety that is thornless
 
(inermis) .. some of which occur on lav,'l}3 alJol:lt
 
town.
 

2 tree"3 on parkinS on Uashington Street 
sida of ll~ E~st 5th St. 

2 young trees on lavvn of watson home, 
517 Union St. 

A thornless tree on parking, 215 North 
Linden 

Parking, 213 South l~dison (? next to 
211) 

Parki.ng, 104 SOlJ.th Madison 
vest sid.e of ho~se~ 1308 St. Olaf Ave. 
On laVin, nurth-ea$~ward frOID st. Olaf 

Library. 
South--west c orner or Willis Hall, Carle

ton 
At the parking, Carleton Arboretum 

entrance. 

KENTUCKY COFFEE TREE 

A broad-branching tree with gray scaly bark. 
The leaves are twice compound with leaflets and 
inch or less long. The whole leaf may be as much 
as ~ feet long. In the fall the leaflets fall 
off first and the naked leaf stalks remain to 
fall later in the winter. The large bean-like 
pods as big as a banana but flat, make this tree 
easy to recognize. 

Kentucky Coffee Trees are native this far 
north and may be seen at points along the river 
bluffs between Northfield and Faribault, notably 
at Echo Pass. A large tree occurs on the so uth 
side of Gridley Hall, Carleton Campus, another 
west of the Faculty Club, ---E. 2nd. St. None 
occur as street trees, and on~ an occasional 
small tree is f Cl\lnd on lawna. 

Useful as a specimen tree bnt not particu
larly desirable as an ornamental tre8 b~caus~ 
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of its coarse branches in winter. It is free 
of diseases. 

West of 717 E. 2nd., Carleton Faculty Club 
South of Gridley Hall, Carleton 
On lawn, 1212 St. Olaf Avenue 
2 trees, corners of lawn, 815 Manitou. 

TREMBLING ASPEN 

This tree often a;JPears as a seedling in out
of-the-way places tut not nany old trees are 
found in our plantings. It is seen as a street s 
tree in front of 1008 South Water St. This tree 
is the "popple" of the northern lumber man and 
the "quakie" of the westerners. Corrunon in the 
Carleton Arboretum 

LARGE-TOOTHED ASPEN 

Named for the large teeth on leaves. Na
tive in our woods but rare in Northfield. Two 
fine specimens occur on the parking, 

1009 Union am 1004 East Water St. 

A young speci.JIEn anay be seen across t.he 
road from the Lookout Point, liutting Drive. 

COTTONWOOD 

For quick growth the. Cottonwood is unsurpassed. 
It reaches a great size but the wo od is not strong. 
It is not rated high as an ornanental tree. If 
planted at all, one should be sure to plant a male 
tree as the female trees shed great clouds of cot
tony down to litter the sidewalks, lawns, and 
porches. Thi~ is particularly objectionable when 
it clings to newly painted surfaces. 

'viell-known is tre Riant tree, the largest 

in Northfield, on the corner of the Phillips 
lawn, V.'ashington and East Fifth streets. This 
was reported to be a large tree 60 yea.rs ago. 

Parking, 206 East Woodley 
South-east corner ITashington and Fremont 
Parking, 104 East Eighth 
Parking, 314 St. Olaf Avenue 
Parking, 506 St. Olaf Avenue 

SILVER-LEAF POPLAR 

This old standby brought from Europe is 
easily recognized by its rot~d crOVnl and the 
white color under its maple-like leaves and on 
young twigs. Its crown is round and the bark on 
young trees grayish-white. It is notorious for 
its ha.bit of spreading by sending up shoots from 
its roots. Old trees look like a hen sur
rounded by a brood of chicks. 

Parking, 404 '}ashington 
Lawn, 509 East l:ater 
Parking, 1105 Division 

BOILEAHA POPLAR 

This is a mutation of the Silver-leaf Poplar 
which it resembles except for the form of its 
crown. Its tall narr0\7 columnar crown resembles 
that of the Lombardy Poplar. It is rapidly re
placing the Lombardy as that species has a ten
dency in this region to die in the top as it grows 
older. It was introduced from Turkestan in 1872. 

In regions of electrical storms, this species 
as well as the Lombardy, is planted as a light
ning rod tree. Hhere a tall screen is needed 
alongside home grounds to shut out unsightly 
views, a closely planted row of this species af
fords a super-hedge. Otherwise, it should be 
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used sparingly, - a single tree in the right place 
as an accelrt or excl&ffi~tion point. 

2 trees west side of hign School 
Lawn bes; (le 904 S/)i'·~!1. Water St. 
2 trees be~ide entr~n~e) ~09 Washin~t,on 

St::reen on the nortlJ.-es.3'tj l,;orner of 1'~'Jrth-

field Hospital ground~o Compare to 
the Lomt'-i.rdi03s to the sout'b.. 

2 bet\rreen heating p,lan'ij and Athletic 
Field, St. Olaf Campus 

109 DiVision 
1201 St. Olaf Avenue 
2 on north, 1 on east side of St. Olaf 

Library 

LOl1Bll.RDY POPLA3. 

A wEIll-known ac~ent tree to be used sparingly 
for emph.s.cis or to break up the lines of tall 
buildinG3. However, it is a good tall screen 
tree as shawn on the east side of the Northfield 
HospH3.1 grol"..llds and on the ':lest side of the 
house at 804 West First, also at 907 'ilest First. 

The tree is sometimes confused with the Bol
le~l~ poplar when viewed fran a distance, but the 
greHn instead of white foliage and the triangular 
outline of the leaf are quite distinctive. The 
trees are at their best v,hen y0Wlg. Older trees 
dying in the top should be cut down and replaced 
by young ones. 

Corner of lawn, 213 Maple St. 
Young tree n0rthward across the alley 

from 309 East Second 
Parking, at the end of East Sixth (613 

East Sixth). Compare to the Bol
leana poplar just west of it. 

South side of house, 400 Saat First st. 

MOUNTAIN ASH 

A fine ornamental species but tending to
 
become diseased as it becomeg cld. ~he YOl~
 

trees are very attractive nith their compound
 
leaves and white flowers in spring and orange to
 
red fruits in the fall. The fruits are sought
 
by birds in the winter.
 

At foot of slope, east of St. Olaf Li
brary 

Parking, 310 st. Olaf Ave. 
Parking, 502 ~est First 
North-east corner, vay Park 
2 trees, front lawn, Northfield City 

Hospital 
Parking, 416 East Sixth 
Parking, 910 Union 

OAK-lEAVED MOUNTAIN ASH 

This differs from the preceding in having
 
simple leaves which however tend toward becoming
 
ocxnpound by forming large lobes at the base.
 

Sout~westward from St. Olaf Athletic 
field. Beside it is a specimen of 
the more cOUlIlon compound-leaves spe
cies. 

Front l.a\1D., 1008 St. Olaf Ave. 

APPlE 
Fruit trees are not recommended for planting 

on parking or front yard. They may be used in 
the backyard if a large area is available. The 
flowering crabs, however, such as Red Silver, 
Hopa, and other attractive varieties are hlg~ 

ornamental and usefUl as specimen trees but 
not for the parking. 

Hopa crab bas been used extensively thr~~ 
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out the citJT anti is ea!=3ilJr recognized by its 
usual a1.J1L"'1.cl.ant red bloS3(,:n~ ir. the spring and the 
red fruits in the fall~ ~he group of Hopas across 
the Lakes on Carleton C~npus is well known as is 
also the group of Dr..lgas north of it. 

Varieties of the apple appear in home plant
ings at various places and on some parkings. 

2 specimens, parking, 218 N. Plum 
Parking, 110 South Madison 

HA~1rHORN 

ITative Hawthorn are commonly found in wood 
and open pastures and at the edge of woodlands. 
Their thorn~ prote~t them from browsing animals. 
The white flowers and a·ttractive t'haws" recommend 
them for specimen planting on lawns. It occurs 
only once as a street treet 1100 South Water 

BIACK CHERRY (RUM CHERRY) 

This native tree, becoming much larger than 
the Cho~e Cherry, is rare in Northfield but occurs 
in woodlots and fencerows in the vicinity. Its 
black older bark is almost black and flakes off 
in big scales. The fruits are less astringent 
than choke cherries and are prized for mak~ 

jellies, cherry cordial, etc. 

On parking, Winona between 8th and 9th. 

CHOKE OHERRY 

Camnonly found as seedlings in fence rows,
 
uncultivated corners of gardens, etc. Bot gen

erallY planted as an ornamental.
 

3 small trees in a group, on parking, 
south side of 817 Union. 

SPECIES 
Amerchino elm 
American elm 
American larch 
Apple 
Arbor vitae 
Austrian pine 
Balsam fir 
Basswood 
Black ash 
Black birch 
Black ~erry 

Black locust 
Black walnut 
Blue s..,1ruce 
Bolleana poplar 
Boxelder 
Bur oak 
Butternut 
Oamperdown elm 
Oanoe birch 
Oatalpa 
Chinese elm 
Ohoke cherry 
Ooncolor fi r 
Cottonwood 
Outleaf weeping 

birch 
Dahurican larch 
Douglas fir 
Eur opea.n larch 
Ginnala maple 
Green ash 
Hackberry 
Hard maple 
Hawthorn 
Hemlock 
Honey locust 
Horse chestnut 
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Mounta.in ash 
l:Iugho pine 
Mulberry 
Norway maple 
Norway pine 
Norway spruce 
llorway weeping 
Ohio buckeye 
Paper birch 
Ponder osa pine 
Red cedar 
Bed oak 
Ihlssian olive 
Scotch pine 
Schwedler's maple 24 
Shining willow 34 
Silver poplar 39 
Slippery elm 19 
Soft maple 25 
Swamp hickory 30 
Swiss- stone pine 9 
Tamarack 16 
Tart8l'ian ma.ple 25 
Trembling aspen 38 
Weeping mulberry 32 
Weeping willow 33 
Weir's cutleaf maple 25 
White birch 27 
White pine 6 
White spruce 11 
Whi te willow 33 
Yellow birch 28 
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