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o 4 MEMOIRS OF NORTHFIELD? MINNESOTA - 3..; o2
{f”# - (By CHARLES H. TAYLOR)

At the ege of 8T years I am asked to chronical Hemories of conditions
end events at Northfield, Minnesota, in ite early years.
My persensal rcnulinttlunl'hnuln ebout the year 1868, and information

received from my parente, ¢ beck to sbout to 1859, when my father and
mother first loceted in Northfield,
BACEGROUND

s Chearles Taylor, my father, was born in Nottinghem, England, August 27th
1828, of well to do parente uugn;.d in the Noptingham Lece manufecturing
bueinees, He received his eerlier education there, gredusting et "Nottinge
hem Ace " ot the early age of eeventeen, with & strong ambition to go
the llew World end become a Lawyer in the Hn{tnd 5ts tes., But hie parents
desiring that he join the femily in Lage Menufacturing, opposed his ambi-
tion , end refused to furnish funds for such wild edventure, So, he entered
en apprenticeshlip with a Nottinghsm firm of Carpentere and Cebinetelinkers;
end ¢8 poon &8 he had mastered that trede, he obteined a poeition &s Chips.
_Cerpenter, on a seiling vessel bound from Liverpool to New York, thus worke
ing hie pseeege acroes the Atlantic, Hie ship, encountering adveree winde,
wae peven weeke in making the crosing; but in 1850, st the ese of 21, he
errived in New York City, with meager funds, but nIth & letter of introduce
tion from & newspeper publisher of lNottinghem to Horace Greely, newapsper
editor of Hew York City; and Greely soon secured for him a2 palitiun &8 Law
Student in the offlice of & then prominent Lew Firm in Hew York City., But hie
finences soon dwindled, &nd in order to continue his Law studles, he secured
& position as a Dietriet School Teacher up in the Green Lountains ef Wilmine
gton Vermont., He remeined at Wikmington for & considerable time, then retur-
ned to lew York City to complete his Law studies, and wes admitted to the Bar
in 1859, 7While tesching school at Wilmington, Vermont, my fsther had met, and
fallen in love with Sarah Jene Lawton (my mother), & daughter of James Lawtop,
hesd of a prominent Vermont femily; so es soon ag he was admltted to the Bar,
he returned to Wilmington, end on November 24th 1353, the two were merried,

It seems that, while tesching school at "llmington, my fether hed formed
& friendship with ¥r Frenk ¥, Crosby, another young Lawyer there, snd that
Croeby, while my father wee still in New York, had migrated to the new Stste

- of Minnesots, end had locsted at liasetinge, (where later on he became for meany
years Judge of the District Court of len{: County), &nd that Crosby, who had
eleo known my mother in Wilmington, Vermont, had been writing to them, urgimgg
them to come to Minnesote and locete there, Co, influenced by friend Crosby,
and by the noted advice of friend Horsce Greely - "Go West young man, go Test®,
my fether and mother, leste in 1859, started for Minnesota, with Horthfield
a8 thelir objective location,

At thst time, there was no reilroed transportation to Hinnesots, but only
ag far aep the ¥isrippl River in Iowa, S¢, from there, they ceme up the river
by boat, to Hastings, Minnesota, &nd from there (after vieiting friend Crosby
there), by Stege Cosch to to Northfield, where they errived late in 1859,

Upon reaching lorthfield, my father lmmedlately entered upen the preetiee
of hile profession ss & Lewyer, end efter selecting a bullding-site for a per=
menent home, et the Southeast Corner of Unlon and 2nd “treets, built the Tay=-
lor House ( now known as the Cutler Iouse), where he lived until hie death
on Oectober 22nd 1877, snd where my mother and I continued to live until July
1885, Also, soon after eriving in lNorthfield, my fether built a frame one-
etory office bullding at the Southesst Corner of the Bridge, facing Bridge
Square; in which building he conducted hig Law busineess for meny years,

CONDITIONS AT HORTHFIELD IN 1855.1860

When my parente arived in Northfield in 1359, the surroundings were prim
itive, but & paradiee for the hunter snd fieshermen; end my father (like most
engliehmen) being an enthusisgstic eporteman, and & good shot with both rifle
end shotgun, I bellieve these surroundinge hed much to do with his selection
of Hnrtnflnid as hie permenent home,

POPULATION, ® The population of Northfield, &t that time, wae but a few hund-
red, But there were still & considerable number of Indiene (both Chippewa end
Sloux) living near-by, mostly in the "Big Woods" that extended westerly from
the Cannon River, Aleo there were slree severel ecores of settlers living
on the open fermelende to the Xaet. Ae lete aes 1368, Sioux e2nd Chippewa Inde
iene would come to our house in Northfield for food and chothing., But within
& few yesrs ofter the Indian outbreak of 1862, neer lew Ulm and Lanketo, most
of the Chippewss were Consigned to reservotions in Horthern dinnesota and Vise
congin, esnd moet of the Sioux to ﬂnrth;ultern Hinnesota end the Dakotss,
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WILD GAME & The so-called "Big Woods", ﬂdiuinlna Northfield on the West,(

( moetly Herd Maple, Osk, Elm and Bas timber), in the early Sixties,
extended from the West bank of the Csnnon River for some 35 miles further
Weet, end from the South bank of the linnesotsa River South nearly to the Iowe
1line. These woods then sbounded with Red Deer, Black Bear, Wildoat (Bob-Cet),
Reaccoon and smeller game; while to the East of Northfield, the open frlll-
lends and grain flelde sheltered thoussnds of Freirie Chickens, Quall end
Dovea, The Lekes, fivers snd sgaller streams, both within and out of the
woods, were &live, in sesson, with Wild Geese, Brant snd Duckse, for the hunter,
snd tfth emall fur<besring animels, like Kink and Huskrat, for the Irepper.
Deer &and Beer were common in the woode# surrounding Cirele, Union and Fox lekes,
g few miles West of Northfield; and boih Deer snd Deer occoslonelly wandered
or were driven , into the town limite, & Bear belng shot on #“ater Street, nemr
the J. A, Hunt residence; &fter swimming the river, end Desr frequently eppear-
ing within the town limits,

PASCENGER PIGEONS « But the moet remerkable of all Wild Game, in the veeinity
of NHorthfield, in the esrly deys, were the Pessenger FPigeons; and there are

few now living who ever sew them.  In the Spring of esch yesr, up to the yeapy
1381, millione of Passenger Pigeonse, from about the 15th of Mey to sbout the
15th of June, would come in floeke miles long, up the ilseleeippi River Valley
from their winter hebitet in Centrel and South Ameriecs, sesking nesting places
for their young, These wonderful and besutiful birde had en everage wing-epread
of about 17 inches, and length ebout the eeme, &nd were so strong end ewift éf
flight that from a distence of 50 feet or more, & rushing sound could be heard,
and a wind went with their flight, These great snnual flighte came directly
over Faribault and Northfleld; e&nd wherever on the way North, there were suib.
eble patches of woode for nesting placee, portions of the floek would stop

and build their neete, Such peteches were called "Plgeon Rooets", end eesch such
nesting place, locsted at frequent intervals sll the way from the Gulf of
dexieco to Ebr{hirn Canade, would contein perhaps hundreds of nests, The Plg-
eon Roost, nesrest to Feribsult snd lorthfield, wae loceted in woods not fer
from Cennon Falls, end sn expert hunter, stending in an open spece in the
neerby woods over which the Pigeone were flying, could, with & muzzle-loeding
ehotgun fill geme-bag within an hour or two,

I heve alwaye coneidered the Pagsenger Pigeon the most besutiful and
testy of all gsme-birds, Up to the year 1380 they were et thelr height, and
were numbered in the millions, It then seemed imposelble that the multitude
could ever be greatly reduced, But during the short perlod of the next four
jears the Species was exterminated. In 885 the hunting & fishing Magazine

Forest & Btream;, offered anyone §500, who would produce & mating peir of
Passenger Plgeons, But with no results, as there were none left, No one could
offer an explanation, It was conjectured that perhaps en ephldemic of disease
or other caftmetrophy had come upon them in their winter quarters in the
South, But ry @porteman, femiliar with the habits of the FPassenger Pigeon,
and with the lack of laws in the United States to protect them during their
neating season, knows that they were exterminsted by the greed of Hercenaries
and their hired hunters in the United States,

But this ie another story, going elong with thet of the extermination of
the grend American Buffslo on the Testern Plapgs, and with the exterminetion
of the Prarie Chickens of Minnesote end the Dakotes, now slmost completed,

With 211 thie Wild Geme in the veeinity of lorthfield, in those sarly
deys, most of the men, and boye in thelr teens, were possessed of Rifles and
Shotgune; and many of them were expert markemen, At the age of ten, I rec-
elved my first rifle, snd on my twelft hirthdn!. my first shotgun., It wes
& double-barrell, 12 gsuge, muzzle-loader, with shot-pouch, powder-horn,
percussgion csps end game-beg; and during my teens, both rifle and shotgun
did exeellent service, It wes not difficult, at that time, to bag &8 meny
as 20, or more, Pratrie Chickens,Ducks, Geese or Pigeons in & dsy. And, on
one oceseion, my fether, Myron Skinner, Cherlie Drew and myself plenned &
three-dsy trout fieshing trip to Trout Erook, nesr Cannon Fslle, but finding
our ereel# slreedy full of speckled trout, we returned home &t the end of
the firet dey, But, even before I recelived my first echotgun, my father
would ususlly, on his hunting tripe for Prairie Chickens, take me along to
drive end hold the horses, while he and his ¢ompenions, and the bird-dogs
would leave the buggy to hunt end shoot in the adjoining fields, Hence, &
rn early age, I beceme ascquéinted with many of the most expert hunters,
imong theee were Profeseor Thomas, of Carleton College, Dr Henry 7"heeler
end A, R, Mennlng, both heros &t the James & Youngerse 5gpk raid, and Charlie.-
Wheeler, Town Conetable., All the huniere, at that time, used double-barrel
10 or 12 gauge, dushbbl-loading shotguns; except that Professor Thomes pos-
eessed the firet repesting shotgun thet 1 ever sew, It wee & cingle barrel

gun with & eylinder thet held 4 breasse ehells, ond thet turned like the oyl
ad
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-inder of & revolver. I have seen Proflessor Thomee bring down 4 ehickens

without & miss, when & ¢ wag flushed the dogs, while my father mli
his two ehickens with his doubl ed muzgle-loader, A little later
11le Stewart, eldest son of Solomon P, Stewart, beccme possessed of the
gt Breach-Loading ehotgun in Northfield,

EARLY OONDITIONS IN NORTHFIELD

When my perents arrived in Northfield in 1859, there were no Publie Util.
itles of any kind. lo street-lights, no water-syetem, sewers, tollets or bath-
tubs, There wae no fire protection or equipment, except voluntery bucket-ser-
vice., All cooling &nd heesting was with wood stoves, &ll water was from privabte
welle or rein-water cisterns, end all lighting by cendles or kerocene lemps.
The bathtube of the perilod, were the wooden weshtubs. The first bathtub I ever
sew that wee similar to those of the preeent day, snd equipfed with plumbing
end running water, wes in the then new house of Solomon P, Etewert, bullt ebout—
1868 st the Southweet corner of Union end 2nd Streete in Northfleld, It wee éf
tin or szink., Also, the firet hot-elr Heating Furnleethet I ever saw, wes Ing.
telled in the basement of the Stewsrt house, It wes bullt of brick, and wee of
course, 8 wood-burner, ae no other fuel wee then aveileble, The firet Lawne
mower in Northfleld, wes purchesed shout 1870 by My Ztewart ana my father ;
Jﬂ.‘.ntm end wae ehared by them alternately. Also, &bout 1370, kr Stewert,
¥yron"Okinner, Prof, Horece Goodhue end my fether, owners recpectively of the
four Cornere at Union and 2nd Streets, jJoined in drilling e 60 foot water-well
in the middle of 2nd Street and on the West line of Union Street. And thie
well supplied them, and nearby neighbors, with excellent drinking weter for
meny yesrs, and may etill be in service.

EARLY PERSONAL OF NORTHFIELD & FARIBAULT

Although Rice County wee primative, #nd still among the Indians, when my
perente arrived in Northficld, the esrly settlers there were not typlcal of
the wild-ieat pioneerse, Both in Northflield end Farlbsult, end on surround.
ing ferms, they were moetly fesaxNmmxinglsmtt educcted Amerlcens from Yew Enge
landend edjoining Stetes; end emong them were meny whose progeny were destinéd
to become prominent in State and Hetional affeirs, Among the femilies and ind-
ividuale of Horthfleld enda Feribeult thet I remember most clearly, are -
Cherles &, Wheaton, founder and editor of the "Riee Coumty Jmi'. He wae
one of the foremost figures in the buildingeup of Nerthfield, end in the deve
elopment. of Rice County., uMr “heston was highly educstea, nil and etreight
end with hie white helr &nd long white beard, waes a most interesting and cone
epicuous figure, file femily consisted of 12 children; &nd sll were leaders
in the soecisl life end affairs of Northfield, and later prominent in world
aeffeire, Chaerlee A, Wheeton Jr, the oldest Son, beceme & noted Fhyeiclen and
furgeon at 5t Peul, snd hed much to do in esteblishing the Mayo Hospitale end
Clinies st Rochester, Minneeote, Later, fobert A, Wheaton, the eecond Son,
sleo beceme & FPhysielen, &nd Junior Fartiner of Dr Charles A, And /llan Vhe-
aton, enother son, became & lawyer., ;

The femily of John T imes were leaders in soeiel end bueiness effeirs
during the eerly deye, lMr. Amees was proprietor snd cwner of the Ames Flour
¥ille in Northfield; and with Mre Ames and thelir three deughters, Fennle,
Merths and Alice, &nd their one eon, John A, Junier, reeclded for meny yeare

Enn their ecttrective ferm property Just esouth of Northfield, towsrde Dundes,
£ The family were 2ll prominent in soelal affeirs, snd were noted for thelr

§ numerous perties snd enterteinmente st thelr suburbsn home. Fannle ‘mep mar-
L rled Mr Ed un{d of Feribsult; Martha merried ir Charles Nlchols, Eecretery
t of the"Ame# Milling Co," #nd Alice merried Mr Alden T, Hall, Druggist of
"E"ﬁurthﬁtm. :

Hirem Seriver, one of the first Merchante of Northfield, built the firet
lerge store bullaing there, It wee & freme bullding, located on Divielon
Street facing Eridge Squere, It was built in the Bixtles, end later in the
Seventies, wes repleced by Mr Seriver with the present stone building, while
the original freme building wes moved to the Weet slde of “ashington étrut,
between 2nd end 3rd Streete and re-modeled se a damit.nr{ for Carleton Col-
lege students, end nickensmed "Panceke iiall", Mr Seoriver's reeidence wae st
the Southeest Cornmer of 4th end Unlon Btreets, snd wae surrounded by eitrac-
tive gardene and orcherde, ie later became & member of the State House of
Reprecentatives,
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Solomon F. Stewart, lumber merchant of Northfield hed mueh to do with the
aevelopment of Northfield., He was first Mayor of Northfield Villege before
it beceme incorporated ss a Town, He had five children who also figured prom-
inently in the hisgtory of Northfield, Grenvill , the oldest son, following
hie fether'e footstepe, became & Lumber Merchant in Horthfield, end later in
Sen Frenelsco, Cerl L, Stewert, the seeond son, slso entered the Lumber busi-
nesge in Northfield, end lcter ot Minnespolis,

Williem M., Wickham, and Mr T, Bowmean, his pertner, who owned end hed deve
eloped, Jolntly, eome ‘oo acres of rioch ferm lende East of Nerthfield, neer
the present Town of Dennison, moved into Horthfield in 1877, end immedately
became sctive in the Town'e affeirs. Mr Wickhea'e fomily consisted of his wige
¢nd thelr dsughter, Ids M, Wiekhem, who graduated from Northfield High Cchoo},
end later from"Rockford Ceminery” in Illineis. In 1887 she married Dr Hartland
Nxxiaumzr C, Johneon, of Northfield, and the couple soon moved to St Paul,
where Dr Hartland C, Johneon, in w&mhtp with hie brother, Dr Ass M. Johne
uns precticed their proru-{nn for meny yeers,

Kr omim emtn.gotu Vorthfield, wte unmerried, Dut soon married Miss
é;;n: - hil' Eighe School tescher of Northfield, snd becsme Morthfield's

ef o ce, : ' :

In 1877, ¥r Amoe A, Ovitt, senker cnd Finaneler, ceéme to Horthfield with
his femily from Vermont, rnd immedistely became sctive in its enterprisee ond
bueiness affeirs. The Ovitt femlly ooneieted of the wife eand three children,
Albert B, Oviti, CGrace F., Oviti end Coras /i, Ovitt, Albert B, bectme & Lewyer,
precileling st Paul, end later es Aesistant Corporatli ew York City,
Grece F, attended ::ﬂ'iatr.m College, then merrying Stephen’o, Arnold, also of
Cerleton, and & precticing Dentiet of St Peul, Core A Ovitt, the youngest
llu;htir. attended the State Normel Sehool at 5t Cloud, &end later, Rockford
Seminary, Illinole, In 1888 she married ¢, H, Tayleor, Lawyer of St Peul, '

Another remarkeble family, closely ldentified with the early 4:-.{- of
Horthfield, wes that of Fatrieck Butler and hie five sone, John, ¥illlem
Walter, Plerce and Cooley. These scne later becsme prominent, both in B{nt-
end Netionsl affairs, 2bout 1880, m:inn}‘n ge¢ "Putler Brothers", Cone
trectors & Pullders, ond se such, built the Kew Minnesote Stste Capitel -
lding at 5t Psul, This firm, with Welter Butler e Fresident, also took a
major part in o up enf.’l developing the Missabé Iron iline® in northern
NMimnesota; and Plerce Butler beccme & prominent Lawyer £t ot Peul; then Coun-
ty iAttorney of Hemsey County, snd finslly, under appointment of Ffresident
fdarding, & Justice of the Supreme Court n* the United States,

Mong other outetanding eitizens that took & lerding pert in the upbulldfng
of Northfield, were George M, FPhillips, Banker and former leyor § Dr Denforth
J. Whiting, Dentist snd member of School Boardj UriinmH.Coon, lesding physi-
elan & surgeon, end hir two sons, Gplen &nd Dr George i.; Charles Wheeler,
Conetsble; Cherlie Flerece, Foremen of "Alee County Journsl®; Will Hibbard,
Livery; hLoes Fhillipe, Fire Chlef}] AlbDert and mum._g;qup m..rlﬁ’.ﬂll“l‘r
DAlley, Benker, /Arthur I, Bowe,2s £ rerkine snd C. 7. Pye, Lewyers Wm A,
Hunt slelen & Surgeon lrgk[ggz [:HW. teshler, énd Lon Punker end Frank
Tileox, Cechiere of Firet Netl Penk at time of reid; “emuel ¥, Johneon &nd
sone Elden,lertlend C, end Aes ¥j Ceorge Thorp snd Thomae Bundy,

#

EARLY HAPPRENINGS AND EVENIS IN NORIHFIELD
} P e a . .
CHICAGO FIRE, In 1871 the grest Chieogo Fire oeccured, wiping out e large
portion of that gig. For severel daye the skies zbove liorthfield and Rice
County were so heevily laden with emoke that ihe eun could not be eeen, The
preveiling winds cameé from the kast end Southeast, and although the fire was
more than four<hundred milees away, the air was n:ﬂ.tng and the deye dcorkened,

FIRST RAILRCAD, The 1862 witnessed the sdvent of the Chiecago, Milwsuke

& St Psul Reilrosd into Northfield and Faribeult; and slmost immedistely, with
the bullding of the depot, stores and houses begen to be erected on the Weet
eide of the Cennon River, The only fuel for Rallroed nes being wood, this
was brought by the Hallrond, from the sdjscent "Big Woods™ in cordwond {nn;t-hl.
in quantiea almost covering the Right of Weyj and the Street extending from
the Weat end of the bridge to the new Depot, soon becsme & business thoroughe
fare, 1he Bridge, at that time, was2 & wooden one, but 2oon after was repleced

by a eteel one,
&,
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FIRE -« Few pecple now living will remember the double -fire that ccour-

ed in Northfield in 1872, when & Livery Stable or Warehouse on the river froat
end the freme Congregetionel Chureh Bullding , located st the Northeast Corner
of 4th end Wesehington Streecte, were both burned on the ssme day. The buildings
on the river-front were entirely consumed, and the wind,being from the West,
eperke and embers were conveyed for neerly & half mile to the wooden roof of
the chureh,V n? that too wes burned to the ground.
TR Bangrealinal “Brown Ehovent

WINDSIORM - After the burning of the first Congregational Church Bullding, the
Churech Orgsniszetion decided to bulld a new Chireh, but upon & new locationg
end the originel Bechool Puildinge a8t the Southwest corner of 3rd end Unlon
Streets heving been removed, the Chureh agquired that site, and shdrted the
construction of ite present briek Chureh st thet loeation. But 1ll-fortune
continued, end when the new Church was almost egmpleted, except thet the eeaf.
folding surrounding the steeple atill remained, cycloniec wind-storm struck

. the nearly completed Steeple, hlﬂ!u it to the ground.

BURNING OF WILLIS HALL AT CARLETON COLLEGE = In 1879, Northfield sustsined
enother dissstrous Fire, when Willis Hell wes burned out on the inside, leave
ing only the bare stone-walle, Willis Hall, ss firet construcied, had all of
ites elessroome on the lower floore, with & dormitory on the top huur.‘ where
mele students (with Frofessor Thomés a8 Dean) reeided, Willis Hall, &t the
time; belng the only College Bullding, the College was lmmedistely obliged to
8 eok another building in which to conduct 1ts claesses; e¢nd 1t socon sequired
the "American Hotel Building, a large three-story end beesoment bullding loces
ted pt the liortheast corner of 3rd end Weshington Streete, where 1t functioned
until Willie Hell could be reconstructed.

1HE FALL OF CASTILE ROCK - About 18 another regretsble hsppenlng occured, that
few will now remember, About 14 miles North of Northfields nstursl formation
of sandstone towered sbove the surroundlng ares like & Castle. Thls could be
seen for miles, It wag composed of different colored sandstone, the mein base
of which was focme 20 feet 1ln diemeter and about 15 feel in height, with & tovwe
er in two sectlons, one ebove the other, extending above the main base to some
35 or 40 feet sbove the generel level of the ground. f7he lower seection of the
tower was about 4 or 5 feet in dlemeter rnd sbout 12 feet 1in height, snd the
upper seetion about 4 feet in dismeter end ebout 14 feet in helght above the
lower eeetion. But the upper section where it rested on the lower, woe some-
what emaller, 2o 1t seemed to be in & precarious position, &nd likely to fall,
ind thhs 1s what occurred, The whole upper section of thile remarkeble formata
ion fell to the ground, and wes more or less broken up, Feople speculated seg
to the cause of the :tlil. The surrounding gress-lande and grein-flelds were
good hunting-grounde for Preirie Chickens, £nd vendal hunters hed been known
to haeve taken shote st the tower. So, it wes suggested that they may have caune-
sed the fall, It wes elso suggested that lightning had cesused the downfall,
But the consensue of opinlon wse that Frosion and wind caused the dlsaster,

THE NORTHFIELD BANK RAID - The attempted robery of the "First National Bank"
of Northfield hee been well chronicled, But ae I mey be the lact living wite
nege who sctuslly sew the Donk bandite on the Ctreet in Northfield, I will
edd some deteile from my own observation, The raid occured &t sbout 2 ofelook
on September Tth 1876, I wes 13 {HI‘I of age, and attending higheschool, The
only Fire Depertment in Yorthfield wes voluntsry, &nd ell men, and boye over
twelve yesrs of age were suppoged to volunteer for service in case of fire,
Then the bandit reid etsrted, someone reng the Town Fire Dell, &nd Superinten
dent Pettee at once relemsed the highe-school boys for supposed fire serviee.
But when we reesched the scene the #ix bendite who remained slive , were just
riding out of town, going South on Division Street, The elx were riding out on
but five horses; Bob Younger riding behind on Cole Younger's horse, The scene
H?m ym.ﬁ 1§1ng of the Bank, looked llke & battle-fleld., Two Ben-
ﬁ q q‘.h t, one dead snd one dying, two dead horses, that
had belonged to the Bandite, and one dead citizen, who hed not left the Streét
quiek enough to sstisfycthem, shd hed been shot down, wee lying on the sldewklk,
And inside the Bank woeliglec Hoyweprd, Benk Ceshier, shot desd when he refused
to turn over the Bemk's® funde, Tithin & ehort time 2fter the Bendite left the
Town (witheut eny leoot) & loesl posse mkw wae formed to follow on horses, end
cepture them. A few deye later thie poese, reinforeed on the way, overtook amd
surrounded four of the gang, Charlie Fitte and the three Youngers, Cole,Jim
end Bob, killing Fitte end mnd shooting down £ll three of the Youngers, and
cepturing them. The James Brothers, Frank snd Jesele, eseaped on their horses
end returned to Mieeouri, I wee too young, &t the time, to be tecepted on the
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posse that oaptured the bendits neesr iadelisj but my shotgun, provided with

sluge loaded with buckeshot, was loaned 1o onesf the posse, and Pitts was repe
orted killed at Mpdelis with buekahot, and Jim Younger wounded with a charge
of buekehot} mo I balleve it waes my gun that secounted for bBoth of them, sg I
gould obtein no infornation that auy other gun in the posse wea provided with

s

it was glso reported that Dy Henry “heeler (whose rifle, at the raid,
killed one of the bandite),obteined logel possession of the body for selene
tifie o8, And loter, on & vielt to Dr Yheoler's offise, I saw, thiough
gn opsn closetedoor, & finely artloulated skoleton, thet I Judged would ex-
sotly fit the frame of the bandit,

After arriving in lorthfield in 1858, Charles Taylor, at different iimes,
wag 8 seaber of the Law Firms of Tayler : Barton, Whipple & Tl{lﬂl‘ and Taylor
& Emery. His legsl precilce axtendsd to the wverious Courte of the State, and
io the Btete Supreme Court, He wes interested in politiesl end educaticnal
metters, snd served on the Horthfleld City Coun end Bosrd of Hdueetion, He
‘aleo, for several lecrme was Justics of the Plece and City Attornay, ead Judge
{_t. ¥robate of Alee County, end later was elected & member of the aim Legle-

sture for twmo Terms, ' BRI

MASONIC LODGE OF NORITHFIFLD « My Taylor, slso, wae interested in Soeisl end
Athletle enterprices; snd soon after srriving in Northfield, he helped to
orgenize the Nssonie Lodge of Northfield < Sceiel Lodge Mo 42 A, F, & A, K,
and was First Hsster of the Lodge, It seeme that while & resident of "ilming.
ton, Vermont dr Tsylor wae "raised” end becsme & member of the ¥ilmington
Lodge which bore the neme “Soelel Lodge™ e 38 A, ¥, &2 A, ¥, § and so, upon
Lthe organlsation of the Northfield Mseonie Lodge, ite lﬂbﬂls in honor of Xk
ite Firet dester, voted to sdopt the neme of his Home Lodge, "foelel Lodme",

PUBLIC SOHOOLE GOF BORIIFIELD « The first Public Scheol Building® in North$ield
were & ono-story freme builal lootted &t the southweet corner of 3rd ond
Unlon Btreete, where the Firet Grede scollers were housed, and s large two-

8 and besement frame bul immedistely adjoining the small building,
end fae Union Btreect, I my sehooling in the emall school bullding
in Se er 1868, The lerge frame bullding wae cecupled by the High “chool
and by all the grades ebove the First, It was is this large bullding that
“i8L Olefs College occupied when 1t first eterted. The veesnt Ploek oppasite the
ireme sohwolencuees on the Hsel side of Unlon Street, wes then used only for
Esgeball end for Cireus Tenis when elreuses eeme Lo town. But later on the
Town of lorthfield seguired this vacent Block, snd ereeted thereon ites first
Briei Johool Dullding. The first Superintendent to oceupy the new briek schoble
bullding was “rof, HoMeughton, who very scon put the Horthfield school
eystem on a high educstional end he himeelf was highly regearded, 1t Re
relsted that, while still Prineipsl, Frefessor le !sughton, while in the Fast
on hls summer veestl beceme siek end went into & trance, »nd it being bo-
lieved that he hs ﬂo:‘.h wes consigned to 2 eoffin and placed on & trein
for ahipment boek to Nerthfield; but while emroutehe regsined conseiousness,
end leter recovered suffieliently Lo resume hie duties, lowever, he soon ree
signed s® Superintendent, and Frofessor Wm 5, Pattee hecame “uperintendent or
the Sehools. Professor Pettee, at that time ( )y weB & eomperetive {mg
arn, ¥ilth smbitlion to ome & Lewyerj 9o almost immedistely he arre o
ptudy Law in ay fether's laweofflee, during his epsre time from Sehool work;
snd this he dld until sbout 1977, when he wee admitted te the Bar, Lawyer Pat-
tee theu resigned se School Superintendent, and begen ithe proetice of nig pree
feselon in Nerthfield; first by hl.-nug and Eximye then as senior pertner of
the Law firm of Fetlee & Cuiller, and lster to become Dean of the Law Techool

et the Hinnesots Staile U:u‘.?trli{;. While I was atill 2 student et Carleton
College, I commenced my utudy of Lew in the Lew Offiece of ir Fettee in Northe
field durinn epere time; #o it turned out that dr fettee studied Lew in
oy h{hlr e office, =nd 1, turn studied Law in Ny Pettee's offlce,

BASEBALL IN NMORTHFIXLD « While fether wae in College in Snglend, he engaged
Ain the netionel Inglish geme of"Cricket: (Go, mham soon after srriving in liobthe
fleld, he end other young men of the Town, l{’hﬂm-ﬂ to orgenize & “Cricket
club®, But the game of Baeceball hed slready sotten quite & foothold in the
Esetern “teteg, and as there werd no neer-by Cricket clubs to furnish compee

ti the sttempt to establish Cricket d4id not suceceds fo, they turned to
Bepebell, eand soon the firet DBesebell feem in Northfield wes orgenired, with
Cherles Teylor ss Pitcher and Charlie éinerd es Cateher, At thet time ‘hﬁ
rulee of the geme were very different, and would hardly be reccgnited as Eape-
bell ot the present time, The bell wes softer end lerger, &nd the rulee sllowe
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-ed the ball to be thrown at the base-runner, snd if he was hit by the thrown
ball between beses, he was out, The Fitcher was required to deliver the ball
with ‘& strelghte-arm pitch, and from below the hip. The Catcher usually stocd
some 20 feet, or more, behind the batter, cnd a foul, ceught on the first kmi
bound, wes ean out. Catcher's masks and brebt-pede were unknown, and, though
not forblden, no glovee were worn any player, except that the Glichnr EOme =
times wore a buekekin glove on one hand, with the fingers cut off at the middle
Joint,  Ewven after the rules were changed to &llow under-hend pltching, pedddd
gloves, catcher's Magks snd Bresst-pads would heve boen consldered "slesy" by
the players of that day. About 1873 the rulee were chenged to allow te 2llow
awift, underhand pitehing. But, even then, the pitcher was required to deliver
the ball from below the walst-line. And then it was, thet, with the advent of
the swift, underhand throw.-hlne:;qrnli from foul-tlpe, became the common ex-
perience of the Catoher. About 1874 the famous Baseball Team of lorthfield,
called the "Silver ﬂﬂlg-!ﬂ organized, Thie eclub, for severel years, wae
ltﬂlg::::% the ehampion seseball team of the Stain. and it seldom lost & game.
The "Red-Caps" of 8t Faul and the"iinnespolis Millers"afforded the strongest
competlitl. Thie was the period when swift underhend piiching was at ite height
Overhand Fltching was not yet ellowed, and Curved Pitching wes unknown,
The regulsr "Silver Ster" plsyers were Ed Bullis,P, Perk Bullie; C. Galen Coon, {
85 & Bub P, Herry Grese lst B, Eugene Rolph, 2nd B, FPhin Bertom, 3rd E,7Tillis
Rawson L.F, DeHert Barton €, F. end Ed 'ﬂrnt . g

Following the reign of the"Silver Stars", another Horthfield Basebell Team
wae orgenized, and became noted, because it.wee the first Team in Rice County
to employ "Curved Pitahing:. ‘ﬂﬂﬂf the pleyers were Hertlend ¢. Johnson,Fobt
A, Wheaton, George Coon, ee, J.C., Lund and myeelf, Lund had been & semil-
profeseionsl bellplayer in lowa, &nd was the first pleyer to come to Northe
field who could throw &2 Curved ball, And ii wese largely by resson of hie pite
ching that the Club geined ite reputation; end seldom lost & geme, ¥hile play=-
ing on thie ball-teem, the writer was also p&q{ina Shortetop on the Cerleton
College Eall Club of which he was Cepiein for three years; and during two of
these years (1883 & 2884) thie College Team did not lose & geme, The pleyere
on the Carleton team were Young,C, Montgomery, P, Taylor, 585, Huntoon, lst B,
Stevens 2nd B, fhermen 3rd B, Wheelosk L.F, Roberison C.F. and Lewis R.T,
The success of thie College Tecm wae also due Iurzai; to ecurved-ball pitching
and to the unique "pitehing and catehing combination” of liontgomery and Young.
Both of theee players could throw remarksble curves, and aleo extremely f=st
balls, But strange to say, they both preferred to play aes Catchers; ahd each
was equally es proficlent at catching ae at pitehing. So, during & geme, they
would frequently exchange positione, to ths econfusion of opposing batiera.
But that is esnother story, pertaining teo Carleton College hlatory rather than
to that of Northfield.

TRAPPING « Throughout my boyhood dasys, and into my eerly teens, there were
numerous Fur-bearing animals in the vazeinity of Northfield; and Treapping
afforded not only an interesting ococupation, but a source of Iincome. Mr F.A,
Hoble, an expert Tanner, 1lived on the Wegt bank of the Cannon River, and
maintained a Tannery direetly acroes the river, on the East benk, where the
Carleton Athletic Field 18 now located; Mr loble crossing the river by boat,
e would tan, or buy outright, any hide or pelt, from Buffalo, Bear or Deer
down to ¥ink, Muskrat or Rabbit, But trapping, at that time, nesr Northfleld
was wainly for Mink and Muskrst, ae Racoon were hard to get, and demand for
Rabbit, Gray Squirrel end Cat furs had not developed. The Tanner, at that
time, would pay for raw Mink Pelte from 75 cte to $1.50, cccording to condle
tion, that now would bring §25.00 or more; and for Muskrat Pelts, from 35 cts
to 75 cts, thet now would bring $15.00 or more.

BOAZING - Throughout my teens and College days, I wee much interested in
boating on the Camnon River. For most of this time I maintalned one or more
Rowboats both 2bove and below the Northfield Dam., These were used for hunt-
ing, fbshing and trapping, and for exploring the lower resches of the Cannon
to its junetion with the iMissiseippi River, And during my College days the
boats were let to College Students for pleasure boatlng, esbove and below the
lorthfield Dam, At one time,mmxmxpimesd sbout 1881, we explored the Cennon
by Rowboat, from Horihfield £u & point where it emptles into the Mlesleelppi,
ebout two miles above Red¥ing, and then rowed our boat acrose the lMississippi
to Trenton Wimsconsin. The Cannon River being swift, we made the entire dis-
tance (about 7C miles) in a #ingle day. On another occaeion, we started on
a duck~hunting trip down the Cannon, &after the Fall “alna, when the river

wae at high-water etoge, But our boat wae caught in the Raplds, above the
T
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8 of the Cennon River, and becsuse of the high water, we were unable to
find & plage until within & few hundred feet of the twemty-foet Fall
where we sueceeded in stopping the boat, and getting it on & ledge sbove t
water, where we left it, bottom up, for the rintlr% end walked bhaek to Northe
rlqld. 8 distance of about 10 miles, However, on the way boek, we a
good bateh of Mellard Ducks, which consoled ni somewhat for our mief e

HEW RAILROADS « In 1880 the Chieago Grest Western Rallroad started to
for » new Rallroad from Northfield to Redwing., And, having completed & sourse

T and Burvy ll- H'l 4 nwu a position with the sur-
t:riu D.l.ﬂllun.: extending from Northfleld to a peint
neer Ca nu:; the work :I.uti. 1- entire summer, And the followi

mer the same Rallroad began surveying ite new Line from St Psul to md#mjﬂdm:n
Im. on which survey I wae slso employed, On this Line our Diﬂll.n of the
Survey extended northerly from Dodge Cénter, in Dodge County, Xinnesota, ta
& point neer the farm of lMorris P, Dennison in Goodhue Coun :. upon :hun the
Town of Dennison wee started immediately after our survey was completed.
These two Rallroad Lines have done much to develop the ferming arees lﬁ:l
to Horthfield; m 1 am zlad to have participated, in & smell way, in ir
construetion

-

Note. This paper was written in liarch, J860 by ur, Cyarles H, Taylor,
Gates Hotel, Los Angeles, @alifornia, who sradnated from Garleton
College in 1885. Unfortunately kr. Taylor was injured in a fall and
died HMay 25, 1950,

¢‘his paper has been re-typed by Miss Mande G Stewart,
410 Winona Sireet,
Northfield, Einnaaota,

for the May 16, 1951 Higtingtij_n Boliou Hall, Carleton College,
Northfield, Minnesota,

8.

— 3 - S -



