
Major goals of the course and why it should be done independently:
● Main goal: a historical cross-comparison of Norwegian dialectal features found in the

Midwest and Norway, primarily during the 19th century, and a sociolinguistic analysis of
the external forces upon these dialects and their effect on identity and culture within these
groups

○ Evaluating how historical analysis of Norwegian dialects in the U.S. and Norway
can inform us about modern Norwegian dialects and language discrimination
within Norway

● St. Olaf offers sources in special collections and through the NAHA archives that I plan
to use, sources that one must devote a lot of time to investigating and that are rather
exclusive in nature, this would make it difficult to work with others.

● No course exists examining American Norwegian, or Norwegian dialects in general.

Previous preparation for this course (list specific courses taken):
● Linguistics courses

○ Second Language Acquisition (EDUC 250)
○ Roles of Language in Equity & Diversity (LNGST 245)
○ English Language and Linguistics (LNGST 250)
○ Germanic Multiethnolects (LNGST 301)
○ Intro to Germanic Linguistics (260)
○ Res: Norwegian Multi Ethnolect (NORW 396)

● Norwegian courses
○ Advanced Conversation & Composition (NORW 253)
○ Norwegian Literature: An Overview (NORW 371)
○ Sami: Traditions in Transition (NORW 244)
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Outline of specific work to be done in IS/IR and how work will be supervised (frequency of
meetings, etc.) and evaluated:

● Cross-comparison of Norwegian and American Norwegian dialects based on three dialect
distinguishers.

● Historical research about the change in dialects and dialect groups in both countries over
time, using Haugen and Jahr as my main sources.

● Sociolinguistic analysis of the effect of dialect on identity for both groups, using the
CANS corpus and oral histories through NAHA.

● Synthesizing this information to determine what is relevant to the current linguistic
landscape in Norway, especially in regards to growing immigrant populations and their
linguistic identities.

● Work will be supervised by Dr. Nora Vosburg, meetings once weekly to track progress.
● Kristina Warner will supervise my archival research.
● Course evaluated by a final 30-50 page report and an accompanying website, which

would have the same information as the research paper in a more digestible format, with
different sections that users could navigate to find out more about what they are
interested in. There will also be a presentation of my findings in spring 2023.
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