American Dialects: Examining
Southern Speech

Helen White




How would you address a group of multiple people?

You guys

24.1%

What do you call the road that runs alongside a highway?

Other
1.8%
Don't know (Other)
8.1%
Street

Feeder road
Frontage road

Access road

Service road
21.4%

What would you call a carbonated beverage like Coca-Cola?

Other
2.8%
Soft drink

What do you call athletic shoes?

Tennies (Other)
2.8%

Gym shoes
6.5%

Sneakers
12.0%

Running shoes
7.4%

Tennis shoes
70.4%




What do you call the machine that you drink water from at school or in other
public places?

Bubbler
4.6%

Drinking fountain
30.6%

A\Iater fountain

63.9%

What do you call a meal involving many ingredients baked in the
oven?

Other
8.3%
Quiche
1.9%

Hotdish
25.0%

What do you call it when someone gets very angry?

Other
1.8%
Pissed (Other)

Conniption

Hissy fit

Tantrum
Outburst

What do you call the sale of items at someone's house?

Other

4.6%
Rummage sale
7.4%

Yard sale



What do you call the little gray bug that curls up into a ball when you touch it?

Other

4.7%

| don't have a word for
10.2%

| don't know what this is
10.2%

Roly poly

Potato bug
4.6% 54.6%
How do you pronounce "bag"?
Pill bug
15.7% Bay-g (Other)
2.8%
"e" like in "leg"
15.7%

a" like in "cat"
79.6%




Personal Information

What is your age? What is your gender identity?
108 responses 107 responses

@ 18-25 @ Female
@® 26-35 ® Male
) 36-45 Non-binary/genderfluid
® 46-55 @ Prefer not to say
@ 56-70

® 70+




Personal Information (cont.)

What is your role at St. Olaf? What is your highest level of education?
Not affiliated with St. Olaf Other
11.1% 3.7%
Emiriti faculty or staff Ph',l?'
— 10.29
0% Professional degree
Master's degree
Staff 8.3%
13.9%
High school diploma

College student 58.3%

Faculty

63.09 Bachelor's degree

7.49 16.7%




Limitations

e Limited pool of respondents, from Minnesota and Texas mostly

e Most of respondents from St. Olaf, meaning they had more exposure to Northern speech many
times

e Southern speech varies, not only one correct variant in reality

e Other ways to measure Southern speech



Scoring system/findings

Score from 0-10 based on how many responses
aligned with the traditionally Southern responses:

Yall

Coke

Tennis shoes

Roly poly

Garage sale

Water fountain
Feeder road

Hissy fit/conniption
Casserole

“A”" like cat

Split into categories:

Young exposure to southern dialect, then other dialect later in
life: 5.3 (2.8%)

Young exposure to other dialect, then southern dialect later in
life: 5.0 (1.9%)

Young exposure to both southern and other dialect: 5.7 (8.3%)
From the South only: 7.0 (6.5%)

From the North only: 3.8 (45.3%)

From the West only: 4.8 (14.8%)

From the Midland only: 4.3 (7.4%)

From the North, raised by immigrant parents: 3.7 (2.8%)

From the South, raised by immigrant parents: 7.5 (1.9%)

From the West, raised by immigrant parents: 6.0 (0.9%)

From the Midland, raise by immigrant parents: N/A

From another country: 3.9 (7.4%)



Findings, continued

Older population and men have more extreme dialects (lower or higher scores)

Western dialect most similar to Southern dialect

Northern dialect most different from Southern dialect

Out of Northerners, Wisconsinites most like Southern speech

Highest score: 10, Louisiana

Lowest score: 0, Northerner with immigrant parents

Highest Northern score: 7, South Dakota

Greatest influencing factor: young exposure to some Southern dialect, whether from parents,

having grown up there in early years, etc.

e People from other countries or who have lived abroad are widely mixed, seemingly divulge from
areas of the United States where they have lived at times

e Most Northern respondents from Minnesota, most popular Southern state Texas (because of

pool)
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