POPULAR COMPOBERS.

Young Afro-Amaericans Whe Have At-
talned Great Succoss with
Songe.

One of the most popular songs ta
“The Blesplng Deanty and the Beasl,”
recently in Wasbington for two weeks,
s *Nobody's Looking But de Owl] and
de Moon,” a composition of Bob Cole
and the Johason brothers, Afro-Amers
Ican composers. wbose songs Rhave
met with great success. 1o New York
there Is scarcely a playhouse, big or
Iittle, which caters (o thke popular
taste, in which the soogs of the Jobn-
sox brothers and Bob Cole are mot
heard every night, Aans i{eld has
brought two of them promisently be-
fore the public. Bhe sings “Maldean
with the Dresmy Eyes.” in “The Lit-
tle Duchiess,” and “Btroiling Along the
Beach.” May Irwin's latest suctess,
=loulsiana Lize™ fs & composition for
which Cole and the Johnson brothers
are vespornsible

It goes without saylng that the Cole
and Johnson songs figure conspicu.
oualy in Primrose and Dockstader's
miastrels. “Under the Damboo Tree,”
another composition, is sung by Narle
Cahlll In “Sally In Our Alley,” Wik
liams and Waiker, the comedians, are
guaranteed to mske a laugh, when
‘they sing Cole mnd Johanson's “My
‘Castle on the Nile,” and “When It's
ANl Gofn® Out and Nothin' Comin® In.”
These are only a few of the footlight
favorites who are making hits with
the sopgs composed by these men,

These “young men are interesting,
‘pol only because they have achieved
jsuch brililant success as popular
‘song wrifers and Interpreters of
|thelr own productions, but because
of thelr personal history as well as
thelir methods of work, They com-
bine thelr talents for & common cause,
so to speak. Rosamond Johuson, who
writes the music, knows what he
s doing when he deals in notes and
staffs. He is a graduste of the New
England Conservatory of Musle,
|Some of his talenl for composition
has been laid on the altar of rag-
time, to be sure, but he has not con.
fined himsell entirely to this particu:
lar kind, He has done excellent work
slong other lines, He has written
some little gems ol melody which
breathe sentiment, patriotism ac
lave. James Johnson usually writes
the words which his bLrother Ross.
mond sets to music. James is a grad.
uate 6 a Bouthern college, and i«
now standlog for & Ph D, degres at
Columbia Uaiversity in New York. A
prominent educator told me receptly
that James Johnson had one of the
finest, keenest intellects with which
he bad come In contact for a long
time,

Bob Cole is not only & song writer,
but s “side-splitter” “as woll, Iils
facial expression slone, mious Lbe
soag, is generslly enough o dring out
st hearty lavgh. He excels 1n the
role of a tramp. Mr. Cole graduated
from a Southern achool rlso, and js &
constant student, These three young
men, he who writes the muasle, he who
writes (he words, and he wha both
weites and sings sougs, {ravel to-
getber constantly, They get bigh eal.
aries, and when the Four Hundred of
New York engsge them to enlertala
thelr guests at any social functiom,
they are pald fauncy pricea,—~Washing.
ton Post,




