- PLEA FOR NEGRO FOLK LORE

We Must Imitate the Example
of Other People’s and

Leatiioe, 2T S SRS i

Treservefrom the Iiust of Oblivion the

P

Traditions, liabits and Sayiogs
of our\l'onhthen.

The American Negroes are rising
80 Tapidly from the conditlon of iZ-
"~ dorance and poverty in which slavery
left them, to 2 position amengz ths cul-
tivated and clvilized people of the
' . earth, that the timo scems not far dis-
* tant when they shall havs cast off
their pist entirlly, and stand, an
snomaly smong civilizad razes, as a
people having ro distlact traditions,
beliefs or ideas from which a history
Tof their growth may ba traced. If,
within the ncxt few years, care is not
taken to collect and preserve all tradi.
tions ard customs peculiar to the Ne-
groea, there will be littlo to reward the
search of the futuro historian who
would trace thelir hilatory from the
African continent through the yeirs
of elavery to the position which thoy
will hold a few generations hence.
Even now the children are growing
up with little knowledgo of what their
ancestors have thought, or felt, or suf-
fercd. The common echool eystem
with ite tcachinga Is eradicating the
old and plantiog the seeda of tho new,
and tho traneition perled ls likely to
be a short one. The old peopls, how-
over, still have thelr'thougkta on the
past, and belleve and think and do
much 88 they have for generations.
From them snd from the younger onea
whesa thoughts have been moulded by
them 1n regions where the school i,
23 yet, Imperfectly establiehed, much
may be gathered that will, when put
togethor and printed, be of grest valoe
a8 matorial for history and ethnology.
But, If this material is to ba ob-
talned, it must bo gathered soon and
by many Intelligent observers ata-
tioned in different places. It must be
done by obaervers who enter into the
homes and lives of the more Ignorant
colored people and who eeo In thelr bs-
llefs and customs no occasion for
scorn, or contempt, or laughter, but
only the showidg forth of the first
child-like, but stlll recasoning philos-
ophy of a race rexching after some in-
terpretation of Ita surrouundings and
its antecedents. To such observera,
every custom, bellef, or a‘uperntltlon.
foolish and empty to others, will be of
value and will be worth osreful pres-
ervation. The work cannot be done
by white people, much as many of
them would epjoy the opportunity of
dolng it, but must be done by the in-
telligent and educated ceolored people
who are‘at work all through tho South
among the more ignorant of thelr own
race, teachlng, preaching, practiclng
medicine, oarrying on bueiness of any
-kind that brings them Into closé con-
tact with the slmple, old-time ways of
thelr own people. We want to get all
snch perszons interested in this work,
and to get them to note down their ob-
servatipns along certain lines and secd
them intotbe cditor of the Southern
Workman. We hope gooner or later to
join all such contributors together
into a Fork-Lcro Soclety ard to make
" our work of value to the whole world,
tut our beginning will be 1n s corner
of the Southern Workman and we have
lberty to establish there a department
of Folk-Lore Ethnolegy.

Notes and cbservations on any orall
of the following subjucts will bo wel.
comed :

1. Folk-tales, Thue snimal tales
about Brer. ¥ox and Brer. Rabbit and
.o tho others have becn well told by
many white writers as taken down
from the llps of Negroes. Some of
them have bean already traced back to
Africa, many are found existing, with
slight variatione, among Negroes sund
Indlans of South 33 well a3 North
Ameriza. Thees; with other stories
relating to deluges, tho colors of dif-
ferent races and nitural phenomnsof
various kinds, form an important body
of Negro mythology. Any additions
to thoee alresdy written out and
printed, or variations on thoso already
obtained wounld ba of great value,
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tion with birth, marifage and death,
that are different from those of the
whites. O!d oustoms cling lonzest
about auch occarlons. The old nurse,
who first takes tho little baby In her
arms, has gresat store of old-fashioned
earning about what to do and what
not to do, to start the child auspis-
_ lously upon the vorageof life. The
bride recelves many warnings ard in-
junctions upon passing through the
Rates of matrimony, and the customs
that follow death and burlal tend to
change but little from age to age.
What was once regarded as an honor
to the detd, or a propitiation of hia
spirit, must not be neglected, lest tho
ded seem disnonored, or the epirit—
sbout which we know eo little after
2ll—wander forlorn and loaely, or
work us 111 becanss wa falled to do
some little thing that was needfal for
its rest. And so the old ways linger
on about thoss events of our lives, and
through them wo may trace back the
thoughts and bellefs of onr angestors
for generstions,
3. Traditions of ancestry 1o Af.
rica, orof transportation to Americs.
Rev. Dr. Crummell, in hls eulogy of
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Customs, cspecially In conmee.’

Henry Highland Garnett, says of that
great man: “‘Ho was bore in slavery.
His'fsther before him was born in the
same conditlon. Hie grandfather,
howaver, was born a free man {n Af
rica, He was a Mandingo chleftaln
and warrior, and, baving been taken
prisoner in a tribal fight, wss sold to
slave traders, and then brought a3 s
slave to Amerlea.”” It this tradition
was preserved for thrce gonerations,
me§ there- not be others that have
been handed from father to son, or
from mothgr to daughter through
longer descents? The slavery ayatem
a8 it exlated In the Unlted States
tended to obtcure pedigrees and blot
them out entirely by its brutal break-
Ing up ot all family tles, but oven if
only here ard there such traditions are
still found, they are worth preserving
a3 tendlng to throw light upon tke
derivation of the Amerlcan Negroee.

1. African words esurviving In
speech or sorg. laro and there some
African word has crept into common
use, as goober for paanut, which la
manifeatly_the same as n’goobs, the
universal Africen dealgnation for the
sanie article of food Are thsre not
other words less common which are
African? Do not children sing songs,
or count cut in thcir games with
words which we may have taken for
nonsenes, hut which really form lloke
in the ohain that connects tho Amer-
fcan with the African Negro? Do not
the old people when they tell storles
uso expresslons sometimes that. are
not English, and that you have passad
over as ponsense? Aro there songs
sung by tho fireslde, at the camp
meeting, or &t work, or play, that con-
tain words, apparently nonsensiésl,
that make a refraln or chorus? It
thero are, note them down, spelling
them so as to give as nearly their
oxact sound a3 poerible and”send them
in with & note of how they are used.

5. Ceremonies and eupéretmons.
Under thishead may be Included, all
bellefs in regard to the irilience of
the moon or other heavenly bodles;
superstitlons in regard to animals of
various kinds and thelr powers for
good or evil, as well as all {deas about
tho medical or magical properties of
different plants or stones., Hero alzo
may be noted all that can be learned
about bellefs in ghosts, witches, hags,
and how to overcome supernatural
Iniluences How tocorkup a hag in
& bottle so that she caunot disturb
your slumbers, how to keep ber at
work all night threading the meshes
of asifter hung up in the doorway and
80 eacape Ler influence, how to detect
or avold conjaring, or msgic 1In any
form, how to escape the bad luck that
must come If ycu turn back to get
something you have forgotten, or if a
crow fllos over the housze, or if your
eye twitohes, or if any of the tbou-
sand and one things occur which, In
the minds of the ignorant and super-
stitions, will bring bad luck if the
right thing is not done at once to avert
the evil intluence.

6 ' Proverbs and sayings. From the

puccessive days. were enumerated, the
year belig repeated with great fer-
vency agalin and agaln in the chorus,
Are there not other songs of a simlilar
character that take up older events?
Are there not old war sopgs that
would be of permenent value? Are
there not songs that taks up the coad!-
tion and events of elavery from other
than the religlousside? Are there any
sooge that go back ¥ Africx, or the
conditions of lite there? Wkat are|
your people singing about—for they
are always singing—at thelr werk or
thelr play, by the tircaldp or in gooial
gatheringe? Find out and write It
down, for thers must be much of thslr
real Iife and thought in tkese as yet
uncollected and unwritten tongs,
There ars many other lines along
which observation would be of value
for tho purpose of gaining & thorough
knowledge of the condition—psst and
present, of the Americsn Negra, Are
there any survivors of the Iater im
portations from Africs, or are thers
sny Negroes who ocan say to-day,
My father or my mother was a native
Africsn?”? If therz are, talk with
tkem, lesrn of them all they can tell
you and note it down. .Arothere any
familles of Negrces, apparently of
puro blood, characterized by stralght
or nearly stralght hair? 1f thore are,
do they account for it in any way?
What proportion of the colored pcople
in the diatrict where you live ars of
mixed blood. Give the number of
pure and mixed blood. What propor-
tion having white blocd have kept
any traditions of their white and Ne-
gro anocestry so that they know the
exact proportion of white to Nagro
blocd? How many have traditions
of Indian ancestry? Rsports on all
these subjects would be in the line of
our work., .
And now, having shown as tully as
is possible within the limits hero sst
dowp, what it is that ths Hampton
Sahool desires to do through its gradu
atas and sll othor iatelligent Negroes
who aro interested in the hissory and
origin of thoir o®n race, we would say
in closing, that we ehould ba glad to
entor into correspondence with any
persons who wish t2 help In this work,
and to roceive contributfons from all
who have made or who can maks ob-
gorvations aloog the proposed linea of
investigatlon. Correspandence with
prominent men of both races, leads us
to believe thati wo have the possibility
anead of us of valuable sélentifio
study, that fn this ags when it s hara
toopsn up & new llno.of research, or
add anything to the knowledge of men
and manners and beliefs that the
world slready posesses, we, if we 1a-
bor earnestly and patiently, may con-
tribute much that shall be of real and
permanent valus in spreading among
men the ucderstanding of thelr fellow-
men a8 wellas in farnishing materlsl
for the futuro historian of the Ameri-
can Negro. Isnot this worth dolng?
Correspondence in regsrd to this
mattor may be addressed to AMiss A.
M. Bacon, Southern Workman Oflise,

timo of King Solomon until now there‘
have always been embodled In prov-
orbs many bita of round wisdom 1hat
show the phllosophy of the common
veoplo, Tho form that the proverbs
and sayiogs take depend largaly upon
tho habits and modes of thought of
the pcople who make thom. Thus a
collection of the proverbs of any peo-
pla shows thelr race chsractoristics
and the clrcumstances of life which
surround them, Joel Chandler Har-
ris In his “Urdcle Remus's Songzs and
Sayinga’ has glven a series of Plantz-
tion Yroverbs that shows tho quaint
humor, the recal philosophy and the
homaly surroundings of the planta-
tion Negroes, A fow specimena from
his 112t may call attention to what we
mean:  “Better do gravy dan’ no
grease ’tall,? *‘Tattlin’ ’oman cin’t
make de bread rige,”” “Mighty po bee
dat dore’t mako mo' honey dan he
want,” “‘Rooster make mo’ racket dan
de hin wa't iay do alg.”” In Mr, Har-
ris’ bock tho Goorgts Negro dislect is
carefully praserved, but that is not
nocessary for-our work, through add-
ipg to it3 value where it can be done
well. .

v Songs, words cr mueic or both
The Hampton School has becn at some
paina to note down asd preserva many
of the ‘*‘apirltuals’ which are proba-
bly the best expression eo far attained
of the religious and musleal feeling of
the race, but there are fnnumerable
eongs of olher kinds which have naver
becn taken down here One of the
carliest methods of recording” and
proserving historical or other knowl-
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edge s through the. medium or;
rhythmio and musical utterance. The,
Iliad of Homer, the great Liatorioal
pealms of the Hebrew poets, the
Norse sagas, the Scotch, English and
Spanish .ballads, were but the his-
tories of the varlous races moulded
into forms in which they ézuld be
sung and remembered by the people
In the absence of written racords or of
s goeneral krowledge of the art of
reading, songs are the ordinary ve-
hicle of popular knowledge. A few
years ago, I wss listeniog to the ping-
ifng of some of our night students.
The song was new to me, and at first
seemed to conslst mainly of dates, but
I found as it went along and Inter-
preted itself, that it was a long and
fully detalled account of the Charles-
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ton eartkquake, in which the events of
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