
Today’s focus: Intersection of Lead and Water!

How have we talked about water before?

Things to think about….

• Children-Why small bodies are affected more than 
adults? 

• Social Justice-Burden of lead exposure is not 
evenly distributed.

• How successful have we been in managing lead 
exposure?



http://lead.tulane.edu/lead_poisoning.html

How have our lead standards changed?

Do you think we ever increase “allowable exposures”?

(Micrograms per deciliter)

2020

 2021 CDC lowered it again from 5 to 3.5 μg/dL. 

http://lead.tulane.edu/lead_poisoning.html


Timeline of lead poisoning prevention policies and blood lead levels in children aged 1–5 years, 
by year—NHANES (National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey is a program of studies designed to 
assess the health and nutritional status- National Center for Health Statistics) United States, 1971–2008. 
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Blue=GM=Geometric mean (ignore)
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A recent article….

This paper focused 
on legacy lead 
exposures. 

“We estimate that over 170 
million Americans alive 
today were exposed to high-
lead levels in early 
childhood, several million 
of whom were exposed to 
five-plus times the current 
reference level.”

“More than 90% of those 
born between 1950 and 
1980 experienced BLLs in 
excess of 5 µg/dL, the 
threshold considered “safe” 
for children. The legacy of 
early life lead exposure will 
stay in the United States for 
decades to come.” 
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Sources of high blood lead levels in kids more recently?

Can also be found in some toys.



http://ehatlas.ische.ca/lead/human-impact/health-concerns

Why not use blood lead levels here?
FYI: Lead affects other behaviors as well.

http://ehatlas.ische.ca/lead/human-impact/health-concerns
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